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Brothers George and Charles Greenhalgh have been loyal donors 
to the Academy for over 50 years. Their yearly support for the 
Wilbraham & Monson Annual Fund at the Hill Society Level 

has added up over time to thousands of dollars in unrestricted support at 
WMA. For this, we thank them.

“My brother Charles and I loved our time at Wilbraham Academy. It made 
me who I am today. As soon as I was out of the Service and making a good 
living, I knew I had to give back,” says George. “We are proud to support 
such a wonderful school.”

The Greenhalgh family has a long tradition of supporting WMA. George 
and Charles’ grandfather George Greenhalgh (Wesleyan Class of 1884, 
Trustee 1913-1949) once a penniless boy from Ludlow who feared he was 
destined to be a millworker, begged the then headmaster of the Academy to 
let him attend, promising to pay back every cent when he was successful. 
In true Horatio Alger fashion, he became a self-made man and the owner 
of Greenhalgh Mills in Rhode Island. He not only repaid every cent of his 
tuition, he later served on the Wilbraham Academy Board of Trustees, built 
Greenhalgh Gymnasium, renovated Alumni Memorial Chapel, and created 
scholarships for talented children of need. He taught his grandsons the 
importance of giving back when you have the means to do so.

Your gift at any level can have a lasting impact at WMA. Loyal donors are 
critical to the success of the Academy. The Greenhalgh brothers are proof 
that over 50 years, your gifts can really add up to something substantial. 

Consider becoming a sustaining donor to the Annual Fund. Contact Sarah 
Wakelin, Director of Annual Giving, at 413.596.9133 
or at swakelin@WMA.us for more information on how 
to join our growing list of WMA Sustainers.   

2012
The theme of this issue is a 

retrospective summary of the 
progress the Academy has made 

over the past ten years. While much of 
that progress can be measured through 
factual data connected to curriculum 
development, fundraising improvement, 

AP and SAT score increases, facility construction and 
rehabilitation, and generally positive reputational 
improvement, the real progress has occurred in the more 
abstract area of inspiration.

I believe the most important change that has occurred 
in the last ten years is our progress in inspiring our 
students to think and act on a much grander scale than 
they might have imagined doing. I have always believed 
that the purpose of a great school is to inspire the entire 
community to excel. In our classroom buildings, our 
administrative offices, the Academy kitchen, and our 

maintenance shop, there are posters which state, “Expect 
Excellence.” When an entire community focuses on 
developing excellence, the outcome can only be viewed 
as inspiring. 

In the opening article, where I have outlined our plan, 
modeled after the work of Jim Collins in his book 
Good to Great, you will see that we sought a no less 
impressive task than moving the Academy to greatness. 
As a community we have wrestled with our plan and 
continue to do so today. It has been our faculty and staff 
who identified the notion that we should seek a niche 

as The Global School®, where the understanding of 
economic principles and the power of entrepreneurial 
thinking fuels the success of our students.

The Center for Entrepreneurial & Global Studies is a 
one-of-a-kind program designed to be inspirational. 
It guides students through the important study 
of economic systems, with the heart blood of 
America, capitalism, as the undergirding scaffold 
for understanding. When students, American 
and international alike, understand the creative 
entrepreneurial spirit which has fueled American 
success for a century or more, they are inspired 
to think about how they, too, might become a 
significant participant in the great explosion of global 
cooperation, competition, and conflict that has defined 
the early 21st century.

However, a unique program is not the only way to 
create an inspiring environment. By fostering both 
student and faculty talent in many different areas, 
inspiration becomes the norm and not the exception. 
Our plan has been to build, in a judicious manner, 
programs whose outcomes are so glaringly excellent 
that they inspire others to seek admission to the same. 
The dreams we realize by inspiring students to seek 
excellence will result in a growing local, national, and 
global reputation.

I hope you too will be inspired as you read of what 
this community has accomplished in ten short years. 
Now, we must continue our quest for another ten 
years as we seek to be known as one of the best small 
independent schools in our nation.

(PS. This essay was constructed with the help of a 
powerful piece of software called…Inspiration.)

Reflections
by Rodney LaBrecque, Head of School

InspIratIon

Building The Global School®

WIlbraham & monson academy

the World ahead
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At top, brothers Charles Gordon and George.
Above, George and Norma with their son, David ’72, 

at the dedication of the WMA Athletic Center.
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Student accom p lishm e nts
After a successful 
audition, Mosaic 
Harmony, WMA’s 
honors choir singing 
music from around the 
world, is competing on 
WGBy’s together in Song 
program this year. their 
close harmony on Avril 
Lavigne’s “Keep Holding 
On” is very impressive. 

nicholas Gilfor ’14 represented 
WMA as one of six regional 
performers at the state finals of 
the national Poetry Out Loud 
competition on March 11. Nick 
bested all comers at the school 
contest and had a successful 
showing in the semi-final 
performance in Springfield on 
March 4.

Faculty on the  go
Several WMA faculty members participated in the inaugural tABS 
Global Symposium in March. Chemistry and physics teacher Dr. 
Kathleen Gorski, Dean of Curriculum Meg Lenihan Hutcheson, 
and Dean of Residential Life tiffany norman presented two 
workshops at the Symposium: Global Students, Global Leaders 
and Living and Understanding. Global Students, Global Leaders 
(Hutcheson and Norman presenting) focused on WMA’s efforts 
to incorporate international students into the official student 
leadership program. Living and Understanding (Gorski and 
Hutcheson presenting) described how our orientation program 
creates shared understanding among students and faculty through 
complementary workshops about values clarification, teaching 
styles, and classroom expectations. Dr. Gorsky commented, 
“While all the sessions offered some tidbit to share with WMA, 
it was exciting to have so much of what we do and practice 
emulated and validated in keynote speaker Carl Hobert’s session. 
Incorporating icebreakers and role plays, Hobert demonstrated 
ways to chip away at barriers and begin dialogs. It was easily the 
best session of the conference (next to our own, of course!).”

Director of CEGS Walter swanson represented WMA, chosen 
to be one of four schools to sit on the planning and review board 
for the conference. the board was responsible for the selection 
of proposals from around the country to best represent emerging 
best practices in global education.

News from the hillNews from the hill
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Mathematics Department Chair Mark Fischer presented a 
workshop at the Association of teachers of Methematics in 
New England annual conference in Warwick, Rhode Island, in 
November. the workshop introduced teachers to the finer points 
of the tI-Nspire calculator and the Navigator system, which 
allows teachers to follow students’ calculations on their individual 
devices. For readers with a mathematical bent, the presentation 
specifically addressed comparing slopes of inverse functions 
at corresponding points through a comparison of graphs of 
logarithmic and exponential growth functions.

Paul ekness has co-authored an article in the International Journal 
of Hydrology Science and Technology containing results of an alumni, 
parent, and friend survey he conducted nine years ago. 

Paul has also been working with Julia bell ’12 and Marissa 
McDermott ’12 in the afternoons on an advanced GIS project. 
Marissa’s mother works for Baystate Health, and her supervisor 
is Dr. Frank Robinson. At Baystate, they use the same GIS 
technology in their work as we have in the Shenkman Center. Paul 
and the girls took a field trip and met with Dr. Robinson and two 
of his staff members. 

Paul reports, “We shared a little about the project we are working 
on, and they shared with us how they are using GIS to map 
various types of data in the Springfield area. they showed us 
some of their maps that track cases of Staphylococcus aureus in 
the pediatric population; the number of people using the various 
hospitals in the region; the locations and rates of the population 
under 18, and 11; infant death rates in different regions of 
Springfield; and origination of people who use of the emergency 
rooms in the city. 

“[Baystate researchers] are using the maps in presentations for 
funding and communication with constituents. they also use the 
technology to analyze data and display information for identifying 
resource-allocation problems.” 

As a result of the visit, Marissa was offered a summer internship 
position to help them with GIS needs! Dr. Robinson is also a 
grandfather of one of our middle school students.

Julia and Marissa with Dr. Robinson, Director of Community 
Health Planning at Baystate Health, Sina Liosky, strategic planning 
business analyst, and Jane Garb, biostatistician and spatial 
epidemiologist. 
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“In Rome I got to see all the beautiful places I’ve wanted to visit for a 
long time. I remember the way the sun shone on the Trevi Fountain in the 
morning making the fountain glow when we made wishes.” 
Aparna Sivakumar ’15

“The WMA group took a tour of the Eden Project, an environ-
mental, educational facility in Cornwall. The Eden Project has the 
world’s largest indoor rainforest, as well as beautiful gardens. Of 
course, the true highlight of the trip were the new friends made and 
the chance for the Plymouth students to visit WMA!” 
Donna Barone, chaperone

“The folks at SAGE, along with our Indian tour guides and some of our own 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy ideas, combined to ensure we had an almost 
constant eye-opening, exhilarating, learning experience. Our tour, which 
included the capital city of New Delhi, the Pakistani border town of 
Amritsar, and Dharamsala, home to the Tibetan government in 
exile, provided the group with an excellent introduction to 
the religions, politics, and everyday lives of this fascinat-
ing area. Whether watching women do their family’s 
laundry in a Himalayan Mountain creek, eating 
holy food with our Sikh tour guide, who was 
wearing his requisite turban, or meet-
ing a Chinese dissident speaking 
at the Tibetan government in 
exile compound, our stu-
dents and chaperones 
will be remembering 
these experiences for 
years to come.”
Mark Fischer, 
chaperone

England
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Student athleteS

Fall Most ValuablE PlayErs 
From left, Marissa small-towns – cross country, ben Marcus – 
water polo, Carly Cronin – soccer, Michael Mendes – football, 
Julia beech – soccer, Joseph thibault – cross country, Qiuhui 
Wang – volleyball, Philip Antonacci – soccer, richelle Davis – 
field hockey, eva Landers – water polo.

WIntEr Most ValuablE aWards  
From left, Michaela Fortin – basketball, tashfiq Mannan – 
riflery, Ivy Durepo – swim team, ryan McLarney – wrestling, 
Kevin Lambert – swim team, Christina Wakefield – ski team, 
Jared Osuma – winter track. (Missing from photo: Alexandra 
baltazar – winter track, Jaylen brantley – basketball) 

For a complete list of seasonal athletic awards and postseason 
honors, go to www.WMA.us/notables

Collegiate athleteS
Playing for Wheaton College, emily Vincunas ’07 was named 
to the New England Women’s Intercollegiate Soccer Association 
(NEWISA) Division III All-New England second team. She was 
also named to the New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference (NEWMAC) first team and was selected to participate 
in the NEWISA Division III Senior Bowl on December 4 at 
Merrimack College. She capped her career with 93 matches 
played, which is tied for seventh in program history.

“As always, it’s a tribute and an honor for the seniors in our 
program to be recognized for their contributions over the last 
four years,” said Wheaton head coach Luis Reis. “Emily played 

several positions for us at forward, midfield, and back this season 
and made a major impact on the team wherever she was needed. 
She had a terrific career.” the Lyons finished the 2011 season 
16-4-3 and advanced to the NCAA tournament for the 12th 
consecutive season.  

Vincunas’ titan teammate Lauren brodeur ’07 represented the 
Hartford Hawks at the NEWISA Senior Bowl joining 20 players 
from around the region for the annual event. Lauren, one of two 
goalkeepers on the roster, notched more than 5,200 minutes 
in goal for the Hawks, recording 18 shutouts in 21 career 
victories. Over her four-year soccer career in Hartford, she has 
a combined 0.99 goals-against average with 263 career saves. 
She was a member of the All-Rookie team in 2008 and was an 
All-Academic team selection in 2009. the Hawks closed out 
the 2011 season with a 13-2-3 overall record, sporting a 16-
game unbeaten streak along the way. Hartford earned a bye in 
the quarterfinals of the America East Championship, but fell to 
Albany in the semifinals 1-0. 

Princeton University junior russell Dinkins ’09 was named first-
team All-Ivy at the end of the indoor track season. In the tigers’ 
third consecutive Heptagonal Championship, he chipped in with 
a first in the 500 (1:02.72), the only runner under 1:03. He also 
ran on third-place 4x4 relay team (3:19:43).

brittany barry ’11 played 47 minutes as the College of St. Rose 
defeated defending national champion, Grand Valley State, 2-1 to 
win the NCAA Division 2 National Soccer Championship in early 
December in Florida. 

Collegiate  CoaCheS
In January, Mark Cook ’89 was 
named head soccer coach of women’s 
soccer at North Dakota State 
University in Fargo. Mark was the 
director of coaching at the Minnesota 
thunder Academy, one of the 
premier club programs in the twin Cities, for 11 years. 
Coaches continued on Page 5
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three deCadeS of Commitment
Current Coaches who began with Gary Cook and the WMA boys’ soccer Program
UnIVersIty
Scott Atherley ’84 University of Maine, Orono Women’s head coach
Jeff Cook ’85 Dartmouth College Men’s head coach
Mark Cook ’89 North Dakota State Women’s head coach
Mitch Stone ’92 University of Rhode Island Men’s assistant coach
Adam Perron ’02 UMass Amherst Men’s goalkeeping coach

HIGH sCHOOL
Dennis Gomes ’95 WMass Pioneers Head coach
Colin Cook ’04 Manchester/Essex Boys’ assistant coach
Alex tuohey ’07 WMA Girls’ assistant coach
Sean McGrath ’07 WMA Boys’ assistant coach

Are you coaching at the youth, high school, or college level? We’d love to know. 
Contact Andrea Robbins, Associate Director of Development, at arobbins@WMA.us.



 
boys’ VarsIty baskEtball: a study In dIVErsIty
by kaMalI bEy ’13

Integrity, honor, respect and righteousness are words that describe 
the atmosphere of our small, secluded school in Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts. With a population a little under 400, everyone at 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy is one family. the school mission 
of creating global citizens and leaders is accomplished by providing 
the best opportunities for all students, and by pushing them until 
they’ve seized those opportunities. 

the diversity we have makes our school unique. Not only do we 
have kids from Europe and America but also from every other 
continent except Antarctica. In this mutual setting, everyone is 
forced to interact, creating cultural diffusion, which eventually 
results in the spread of ideas between groups with separate views 
on life. the atmosphere that’s created is one that stimulates 
everyone’s mind to seek knowledge.

In athletics, 
everyone is 
required to play at 
least two sports. 
the basketball 
team this year has 
a mixture of hustle, 
humbleness, and 
heart. this year’s 
team is believed to 
be the best team 
in the school’s 
existence. In the 
words of our coach, 
Chris Sparks ’95, 
“Without hard work 
your talent is a 
locked treasure 
chest underwater.” 
We try to carry this 

message out day in and day out through our rigorous practices and 
games. Heart … Hustle … Consistency … Hard work … Attitude. 
these are the elements that make up Wilbraham & Monson 
Basketball and the Academy itself. 

gIrls’ VarsIty baskEtball: WElcoME coach 
JEssIca haMblEy
by MIchaEla FortIn ’12

How do I describe a 
high-heel stomping, 
boxer-wearing lady 
who is around 30 
years old but really 
looks 20? Should 
I speak about her 
amazing shot or her 
equally impressive 
high school and 
college career? (2,000 
points...What??) 
Should I touch upon 
her enthusiasm and 
humor on and off 
the court or should 
I speak to her 
seriousness and utter 
devotion to the sport 
of basketball and to the idea of a team? If I take anything away 
from playing for Coach Hambley, it’s her idea of how important 
my team members are to me and how our togetherness wins 
games.

Coach Hambely is my first experience with a female basketball 
coach. I have had my best season this year with her, so I suppose 
that sums up my feelings about her. I felt that I could talk to her 
seriously about my game or how to improve my shot. At the 
same time, we could laugh and joke, like when we all dressed 
up like her at the last practice or when we were screaming 
and crying because we won the Stoneleigh-Burnham Holiday 
tournament. 

Coach Jes brings out the best in all of us; she believes in us. She 
knew at the beginning of the season that we all had strengths 
and weaknesses. Her belief in us started at that moment and was 
unrelenting all season.  As Coach Hambley says, “Never give up, 
Never let up.” 
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continued from Page 4
In his role as director of coaching, Cook helped grow Minnesota 
thunder Academy from a four-team program in 2001 to a 65-
team program in 2012. 

“I’m really excited to be part of the NDSU community,” said 
Cook. “I got a sense on my visit that this is a great place to be. I 
can’t wait to start working with the players, faculty, and staff at 
North Dakota State.  

In addition to his role at MtA, Mark is also currently the 
assistant varsity coach at Bloomington Jefferson High 
School. the team advanced to the 2010 Minnesota Class AA 
quarterfinals and in 2011, and he was named the Minnesota 
Class AA assistant coach of the year.

After graduating from WMA, Mark played at Alfred University 
in Alfred, New york, and graduated in 1993 with a B.A. in 
communications. He was the starting goalkeeper for Alfred 
soccer for two years.

Wma BaSketBall: PlayerS’ PerSPeCtiveS
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From 
Good to 
Great: 
How 

tHeory 
InForms 
actIon

by rodney lAbrecque
heAd of School

T hroughout my 42 years in independent schools, I 
have always felt that educational theory should be 
at the root of my practice. Adapting ideas by John 

Dewey, Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, Jon Goodlad, and Parker 
Palmer made my teaching congruent with what various best 
practices had recommended. As I moved to administrative 
work, I continued that practice, following the leadership and 
organizational advice from authors such as tom Sergiovanni, 
Warren Bennis, Chris Argyris, Donald Schon, and Max 
Depree. Whether it was as head of the science department at 

Milton Academy, as academic dean at Choate Rosemary Hall, 
or as founding head of schools in California, I looked to the 
theory of best practices.

thus, in 2002, when I was selected to be Head of School at 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy, I turned to new research 
in a book on how good companies became great, Good to 
Great: Why Some Companies Make the Leap and Others Don’t 
by Jim Collins. this book has played a large role in how I 
have confronted the task of leading a well-established, good 

Rodney aRRives on 
campus and begins 
woRking on the 
stRategic plan

Good to Great model 
presented to the 
Administrative 
Team

hubbaRd faculty tRavel gRant 
Matriculation & convocation cereMonies instituted

Faculty & staFF service awards initiated

Field Hockey added 
10-year BarBer Prize Grant FroM tHe united 
MetHodist Foundation oF new enGland

First oF tHree Friends oF Mikula scHolarsHiP Grants

academy bicentennial 
celebRation begins
Bicentennial Scholars inaugurated
CEGS introduced as niche program
CEGS Travel Program formalized
Nettie Washington Douglass visit (2/13)
Marisa Barone earns her 1000th point
100 Days tradition started for seniors
Heritage Courtyard created
Strategic Plan adopted by BOT
John Major speaks at Prize Day

2002-2003                                               2003-2004
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school. Collins’ main thesis was that 
almost uniformly “good is the enemy of 
great.” He believed that greatness was 
not achieved by having a solid strategic 
plan (though such a plan is not a bad 
thing). Rather, achieving greatness was 
a conscious choice and a mixture of 
knowing both what to do and what not 
to do.

I could see that the central tenets of this 
book were congruent with the charge I 
had received from the Board of trustees 
upon my selection. they felt the school 
had an identity crisis with several different 
opinions of which central program made 
the school strong. What I heard in my 
first months at the school was that the 
Academy could be described, depending 
upon whom you asked, as all of the 
following: the theatre school, the athletic 
school, the writing school, the academic 
services school, and the “blue collar” prep 
school. this lack of general consensus 
was not leading to improved standing 
within the independent school world. In 
fact, a lack of identity was leading to a 
lowering of the school reputation. Clearly 
the school couldn’t be all of these and, as 
it turned out, it was really none of these. 
But the discovery of an identifying center 

would take several years of discussion 
and clarification, just as Jim Collins had 
written.

One of my first actions was to require 
that the Administrative team and later, 
the entire faculty, read his book. Once 
that was accomplished we began to “face 
the brutal facts.” One such fact was that 
our overall college acceptance list was not 
impressive enough to attract the very best 
students. One reason was that we were not 
supplying sufficient academic credentials 
for students to be attractive to the most 
competitive colleges. Another brutal fact 
was that our Annual Fund was woefully 
underperforming. A robust Annual Fund 
provides a school approximately 10% of 
its operating budget; ours was supplying 
about 3%. While some of our historic 
facilities (e.g. Old Academy, c. 1824) were 
attractors, many were not. the gymnasium 
and pool had not been renovated since 
their construction in 1951 and 1961 
respectively. Our track was a 1/5 mile 
cinder relic of the 1930s. Our soccer fields 
were undersized and riddled with mole 
tunnels. the baseball infield had to be 
sodded each fall because the football field 
overlapped it. the list was disheartening, 
but we did not shy away from facing these 
facts. In short, we realized that to get back 
in the game we had a lot of work to do. We 
agreed we could persevere, a key element 
of the Good to Great philosophy.

A vital concept in Collins’ research into 
truly great companies was to “get the 
right people on the bus and then into 
the right seats.” At the same time, these 
companies worked to get the “wrong 
people off the bus.” these are difficult 

bicentennial 
conclusion
Faculty House 
on Main Street 
purchased
First relay For 
liFe at wMa

Once we had reached this point, 
our pathway became quite 
clear, as long as we remained 
disciplined in both our thinking 
and our action. We resolved to do 
nothing that would lead us away 
from the Hedgehog Concept.

wilbRaham peach 
festival sponsoR

MassMutual Grant for CEGS 
Camp 
Colonial Football League 
founding member

2004-2005                       2005-2006                 2006-2007  

paRtneRship with 
woRld affaiRs 
council established
Wilbraham Peach Festival Sponsor
Mandarin added to curriculum
Goodstein Foundation Scholarship 
Grant

May 2003 – Bicentennial Scholars with former 
British Prime Minister John Major.

February 2004 – Rodney & Shirley with Trustee 
Jim Brown, his wife Charlotte, and Nettie 
Washington Douglass (center).

June 2005 – Heritage Courtyard dedicated at 
Reunion

October 2007 – Director of Athletics Skip Jarocki, 
Trustee Ned Symes ’64W, Rodney, and Director 
of Development Don Nicholson ’79 at the Athletic 
Center dedication.



concepts to implement, but after a thorough review of the 
skills we needed in the classrooms, the dorms, the athletic 
fields, and all the other areas of school operations, we began 
to transform our workforce to follow more closely the 
theoretical model. We put our best people to work on our 
biggest opportunities. 

One of the first such moves was to ask Don Nicholson ’79 
to move from the position of history department chair to be 
Director of Development. His extensive experience at the 
Academy as a teacher, coach, and dorm head, coupled with 
his can-do attitude, made Don the ideal person to ramp up 
that department. His great success in growing all facets of our 
development effort gave me confidence next to ask him to 
be the Director of Athletics and guide that program in all its 
complexity.

Don’s appointment was only one of the many internal 
changes which have helped move us from good to great. the 
next change was to give Dean of Students Brian Easler more 
responsibility and authority as the second in command as 
Associate Head of School. Charlie D’Avanzo left the science 
department to direct our middle school; John Boozang 
moved from Admission to direct the College Counseling 
Office; Don Kelly went from the Latin classroom to become 
the Dean of Faculty; Erik Kindblom left math teaching to be 
the Dean of Studies; Meg Hutcheson moved from English 
department chair to Dean of Curriculum. Gary Cook stepped 
in to resurrect the Model UN program. 

there were several rehires of great faculty who, upon hearing 
that good things were happening at WMA, wanted to return. 
Mark Fischer returned to chair the math department; tim 
Harrington ’73 left publishing to return to the English 
department and now serves as its chair. Chris Sparks ’95 was 
lured away from coaching at the University of Pennsylvania 
to build a formidable WMA basketball program and is the 
Director of Admission. Stuart Whitcomb returned to the 
English department and is one of two freshmen deans. Allen 
Hsiao returned after 25 years to chair the science department.

New hires also sparked major programs with Melissa 
Donohue creating the Center for Entrepreneurial & Global 
Studies (CEGS) program. Global education expert Walter 
Swanson is the Director of Global Initiatives and the current 
director of the CEGS program. there were many other 
changes in personnel to insure that we had experienced, 
well-educated, expert faculty in all disciplines. It was our 
early goal to make sure our academic program was the match 
of any other peer school.

Perhaps the biggest contribution of Collins’ research is his 
concept of discovering the institution’s “Hedgehog Concept”. 
to identify this principle we needed to study the intersection 
of three essential questions.
1. What drIVEs thE acadEMy’s EconoMIc EngInE?
2. What arE thE Faculty PassIonatE about?
3. In What sPEcIFIc arEa can thE acadEMy bE thE 

bEst In thE World?

this final question about being the best in the world had to 
be understood not as a goal – not as an intention to be the 
best – but as an understanding of what we could be best at.

Identifying the Hedgehog Concept took a little more than 
two years. We explored many blind canyons, but after much 
discussion we came to the following three answers:
1. our rEsIdEntIal PrograM Is thE school’s 

EconoMIc EngInE.
2. our Faculty arE PassIonatE about MakIng a 

dIFFErEncE In thE lIVEs oF tEEnagErs and about 
haVIng IntErnatIonal studEnts on our caMPus.

3. WE can bE thE bEst global school In thE World 
by FocusIng our EFForts on EconoMIc and 
EntrEPrEnEurIal study.

Once we had reached this point, our pathway became quite 
clear, as long as we remained disciplined in both our thinking 
and our action. We resolved to do nothing that would lead 
us away from the Hedgehog Concept. We doggedly pursued 
a course of action that ensured we did not stray from the 

Jane McNamara Kelly 
Fitness Center 
dedicated

Relay For Life 
becomes an 
all-Wilbraham 
event

 2007-2008                                  2008-2009
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athletic centeR expansion 
Roger Lincoln Garden dedicated
Hubbard Student Exchange Fund established
Wilbraham Peach Festival Sponsor
Consortium for Entrepreneurship Grant for The 
Global EcoLearn Project®
Goodstein Foundation Scholarship Grant
Haas Charitable Trust Grant for field renovation

sponsoRship of spRingfield public 
foRum begun – Rob giffoRd

Wilbraham Peach Festival Sponsor
First Strategic Plan completed
The Global EcoLearn Project® 
trademarked
Corbin Fields renovation
Gramse House completed



pathway. the Administrative team was 
diligent, determined, and accountable. 
Every opportunity that came before us 
had to pass muster based on one of the 
three Hedgehog Concept questions.

Some of those actions were the following: 
n offered a thread of rigorous 

courses in economics, finance, and 
entrepreneurship

n trademarked our tagline, the Global 
School®

n created the Global Scholars Program, a 
way to recognize our most able scholars

n designed international study/travel 
focused on economic, business, and 
finance experiences

n established the entrepreneurial Global 
EcoLearn® program

n built the Mark R. Shenkman trading 
Center, the only dedicated stock trading 
facility at the high school level

n added a substantial number of 
international students until that cohort 
reached 30% of the upper school

n increased by 50% the number of 
countries represented in the student 
body

n added international sports such as rugby 
n sponsored local public organizations 

which share our mission of global 
education such as the Springfield Public 
Forum and the World Affairs Council of 
Western Massachusetts

We also realized there was no one single 
action which would help us reach our 
goal sooner. Rather, we had to understand 
Collins’ flywheel metaphor and apply it to 
our own situation. Each small push of a 

2009-2010                    2010-2011                     2011-2012

flywheel causes a little bit of acceleration. 
As long as those pushes continue in 
the same direction the wheel will turn 
faster and faster and more and more 
good things will begin to accrue. Collins 
calls this “build-up to breakthrough”. 
No organization aiming for greatness 
can skip these steps. you cannot get a 
flywheel to hum with one big push. We 
realized we must experience a number 
of years of build-up before we would 
see breakthrough. But those of us on the 
inside of the Academy organization can 
see now that this build-up is real and is 
showing itself in many concrete results. 
the articles which follow in this issue 
of The Academy World will give you an 
understanding of some of these results.

An essential element in WMA’s ongoing 
transition from good to great came during 
one of our summer Board of trustee 
retreats. In a previous book, Built to Last, 
Collins writes about great organizations 
having “Big Hairy Audacious Goals 
(BHAGS).” Our BHAG moment came 
when we realized that to spend time and 
energy trying to leapfrog over competitor 
schools on the unofficial ladder of 
independent school ranking was a fruitless 
endeavor. Rather, the Board envisioned 
a model which placed us on our own 
ladder where the topmost rungs represent 
the idealized global school. Our BHAG 
is to reach the top of this ladder, testing 
ourselves against an ideal and not against 
what others do, build, or advertise. We are 
still climbing this ladder and there is no 
doubt we are closing in on the top rung.
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shaw tRack 
installation 
Springfield Public Forum – 
Mira Kamdar
Ferry Baseball Diamond 
Shenkman Trading Center 
dedication
2nd faculty house 
completed
2nd faculty house 
purchased on Main Street
Wilbraham Peach Festival Sponsor
Rugby & Boys’ Varsity Volleyball added

ee foRd gRant awaRded

Springfield Public Forum – Kavita Ramdas
Tennis Courts expanded/resurfaced
Benedict Foundation Technology Grant
Goodstein Foundation Scholarship Grant

tuRf field complex 
constRuction 
George A. Darcy Jr. Greenhouse 
dedicated
Springfield Public Forum – 
Robin Wright
NEASC visit spring 2012
Shenkman Admission 
House opened
Lak Dining Hall 
renovations begun

cEgs traVEl 
PrograM
2004  thailand
2005  belgium/Holland
2006  Italy/Greece/turkey
  Denmark/norway
2007  brazil/Argentina
  egypt
  Korea
  France
2008  Quebec City
  Italy
  the Amazon
  taiwan
  england (Hubbard)
2009  the Amazon
  Greece/turkey
  Amsterdam
  thailand
2010  Amsterdam
  south Korea
  France/Monaco
  India
  spain/Morocco
  england (Hubbard)
2011  Costa rica
  China
  the Amazon
  russia
2012  India
  Italy
  the Amazon
  Vietnam
  england (Hubbard)



by WAlTer SWAnSon, direcTor of cegS

T he Center for Entrepreneurial & Global 
Studies (CEGS) has grown in size and 
scope since it began nine years ago when 

Head of School Rodney LaBrecque and CEGS 
Director Melissa Donohue envisioned an institution 
that could fill the gap of economic understanding that existed in 
secondary education. they built a foundation of elective classes 
and extra-curricular activities to increase that understanding in 
Academy students. 

Over time, the Center has broadened its scope of activities so 
that students could develop a more robust understanding of 
modern globalization and how trade, geography, and culture 
impact one another. From a core set of elective classes in 
financial markets and entrepreneurship, CEGS faculty added a 
series of Advanced Placement classes including AP Economics, 
AP Human Geography, and AP World History. the faculty then 
developed a strand of yearlong Global Studies classes at the 9th 
and 10th grade levels, interdisciplinary studies of the modern 
world that introduce students to the economic, geographic, and 
cultural themes they focus on in later years. 

Electives were energized in 2009 when trustee Mark Shenkman 
’61 donated significant funds to build the Mark R. Shenkman 
trading Center (StC). With this gift, Mattern and CEGS 
itself were transformed into a sleek, modern facility where 
high school students gained access to modern tools designed 
specifically to facilitate the understanding of global financial 
activity. Sixteen dual-monitor computers were installed to run 
financial trading software traditionally used in the university 
environment. Elective Financial Markets classes were now 
able to explore stock and currency changes in real time, and 
History of Financial Crises classes were able to go back in time, 
monitoring how trends, decisions, and geopolitical events 
impacted the global economy. the StC has become a modern 
financial laboratory where students use a traditional scientific 
method to develop hypotheses and run experiments to build 
assets and reflect on the results of their decisions. 

to increase understanding of how countries trade 
and interact with each other, the Center began 
facilitating study and travel abroad so students and 

faculty could gain first-hand knowledge of other 
peoples and economies. Since 2008, hundreds of WMA 

students have travelled abroad to dozens of countries, looking 
at issues as diverse as manufacturing in East Asian economies to 
land conservation and indigenous people’s rights in the Amazon 
basin of Brazil. 

As the Center matures, it has been rewarded for its efforts. 
the Academy was selected as a leader in global education by 
the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) and 
became a founding member of the Global Education Benchmark 
Group, a small cohort of schools from across the country that is 
setting the standard for global learning. In 2010, the Academy 
was awarded a $50,000 grant from the EE Ford Foundation 
to continue to strengthen faculty understanding of economics 
and modern globalization. these funds have facilitated faculty 
travel throughout Asia, provided funds for multiple on-campus 
lectures and technology training, and set the stage for the 
Academy’s Emerging Economies conference in April 2012.

As a department that looks seriously at the changes brought 
about by modern globalization, CEGS has developed new 
classes and outside ventures. Classroom entrepreneurship 
projects have developed into formal businesses and forest 
harvesting on campus has helped to build faculty housing. 

As time moves on, the Center and the Academy itself will 
continue to provide learning platforms that build on our rich 
200-year educational history, with an eye also towards changes 
that best facilitate our students’ understanding of the next 
200. this goal will be best accomplished by offering students 
a traditional liberal arts approach to comprehending and 
communicating ideas alongside the economic understanding 
and entrepreneurial thinking needed to put their ideas into 
concrete action in an increasingly interconnected world.
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buIldIng an undErstandIng oF global EconoMIcs



global cItIzEns 
& EntrEPEnEurIal 

thInkErs  
by gAyle hSiAo

direcTor of The inTernATionAl STudenT progrAM

Wilbraham & Monson Academy introduced an 
innovative program of study in entrepreneurial and 
global market studies in 2003 – the first of its kind 

to be offered at the secondary school level. Global citizenship 
became part of the WMA mission: to develop global citizens 
and leaders. While we may not all agree on the fine points of 
the definition, in practice, we come together as a community 
to behave as global citizens. the choice we make as members 
of the WMA community to interact firsthand with different 
people, cultures, and countries makes us a global school of 
entrepreneurial thinkers.

the concept of global citizenship is not a new one; the word 
has been used interchangeably with international education and 
internationalism for centuries. We begin with the premise that 
our students can only be secure and successful in a world they 
understand. A recent National Association of Foreign Student 
Advisors (NAFSA) publication summarizes a myriad of articles 
and discussions about global citizenship in five points.i the 
parallels in the NAFSA definition of global citizenship and our 
incorporation of patterns of entrepreneurial thinking are uncanny. 

the debate of how to create entrepreneurial thinkers and 
develop global citizens may go on for years on the WMA campus 
and in academia in general. the fact that we have students who 
are inclined to be taking the risks associated with being a part of 
a global school is a testimony that we have assumed the charge 
of the WMA mission, to develop global citizens and leaders.

naFsa suggEsts global cItIzEnshIP Is a choIcE and a 
Way oF thInkIng. 
While national citizenship is an accident of birth, global citizenship is 
a choice, a conscious attempt to reach out to learn about other people, 

places, and ways of thinking. As part of the WMA community, we 
choose to be one among many, meeting people from other countries 
and cultures; entrepreneurially speaking, we are risk-takers. 

naFsa suggEsts a global cItIzEn Is sElF-aWarE and 
aWarE oF othErs. 
After we understand the foundation for our own perceptions, we can 
begin to see how others perceive their world, then we can see the 
connectedness amongst all people. As entrepreneurial thinkers, we 
analyze our own patterns of behavior and sets of motivating factors, 
seeking to find the common thread between us.

naFsa suggEsts global cItIzEnshIP Is a study oF 
cultural EMPathy. 
Practicing cultural empathy results in intercultural competence…
being able to see things from multiple perspectives…sometimes even 
moving out of our comfort zones to experience another culture. As 
entrepreneurial thinkers, we attempt to break out of the egocentric 
mode of doing things, to think innovatively and to manifest what has 
not existed before. 

naFsa suggEsts global cItIzEnshIP Is thE cultIVatIon 
oF PrIncIPlEd dEcIsIon-MakIng. 
Entrepreneurially, we often say, ‘It all depends’ before making a 
decision. Although many entrepreneurs of experience can make quick 
decisions using their ‘gut’, the entrepreneurial-thinker-in-training 
must make slower, more deliberate decisions based on working 
through a problem systematically, analyzing alternatives, and 
planning the optimal way to reach a goal.

naFsa suggEsts global cItIzEnshIP Is PartIcIPatIon In 
thE socIal and PolItIcal lIFE oF onE’s coMMunIty. 
We all belong to many communities from local to global, from religious 
to political. To recognize the connectedness between our communities, 
to realize we can make a difference in our world, and to take action 
is what makes us global citizens. WMA entrepreneurial thinkers have 
created innovative programs on campus that reflect we have taken 
this path of action and active participation. The Global EcoLearn 
Project® and the Yunnan Ethnic Minority School Project (YEMS) are 
two programs created by students in WMA Entrepreneurship classes. 
i NAFSA. Global Citizenship - What Are We Talking About and Why Does It Matter?   
http://www.nafsa.org/about/default.aspx?id=30005. Retrieved January 12, 2012.
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Far left: Students display their flags and 
demonstrate the diversity of cultures on the 
WMA campus.

Middle left: Everyone enjoys playing Blocks 
Rock!, a game created by WMA Middle School 
students and produced and marketed by 
Entrepreneurship classes in CEGS.

Near left: Students and faculty who travelled in 
2011 to Mato Grosso in Brazil to study issues 
vital to the survival of the rain forest. John Cain 
Carter, noted conservationist and founder and 
executive director of Aliança da Terra, is their 
host and guide for this incredible opportunity.
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global scholars: 
lEarnIng & 

groWIng
by Meg huTcheSon, deAn of curriculuM &
direcTor of The globAl ScholArS progrAM

I n the last five years, the Global Scholars Program has 
evolved to inspire students to reach for the highest 
academic and personal goals. It is now one 

of the most competitive programs at Wilbraham 
& Monson Academy. Just this year, close to 
fifty students applied for the coveted ten slots. 
Established originally as the Bicentennial Scholars 
Program, an attractor program to award a significant 
scholarship to a small number of students, the 
Global Scholars Program is now focused internally, 
honoring the achievements of currently enrolled WMA students.

the mission of the Global Scholars Program is to offer students 
an opportunity to expand their roles as global citizens and 
leaders. Each month, students enjoy experiences that provide 
extracurricular intellectual enrichment, including lectures, 
special speaker series, and cultural opportunities. Exposure 
to such events encourages students to engage in important 
scholarly dialogue and debate about global issues. Students 
attend many of the Springfield Public Forum lectures and the 
World Affairs Council opening meeting each fall.

In November, scholars read Rock the Casbah: Rage and Rebellion 
Across the Islamic World by award-winning international 
journalist Robin Wright. Students met Ms. Wright to discuss 
her book, and they were treated to signed copies. Students 
asked pointed questions about the conflicts in the Middle East, 
and Ms. Wright commented that she was impressed with our 
students’ thoughtfulness. Attending a lecture entitled “How 
Google Shapes our Life” made many contemplate the incredible 
power of the Internet and digital media in the world today. 

Max Rankin ’12 recently admitted that being a scholar meant 
the world to him, as it afforded him the opportunity to travel 
abroad, however, he noted that “meeting and listening to these 
fascinating people is one of my favorite things.” 

A cultural component is also included, and this winter the 
scholars were off to New york City. Global Scholars paired up 
with AP Art students and toured Manhattan’s finest art museums, 
including the MOMA, the MEt, and a stop at Parson’s School of 
Design. Students also enjoyed the 100th anniversary exhibit at 
the New york Public Library, where some were delighted to see 
a copy of the Guttenberg Bible next to Charlotte Bronte’s writing 
desk and other fascinating artifacts on display. 

Most students in the program would agree, however, the most 
educational aspect of the Global Scholars experience is the 
study-abroad opportunity. Scholars receive upwards of a $5000 
travel grant each year they are scholars. Studying different 
cultures through international travel is truly a highlight of the 
Global Scholars experience. Student travel is carefully designed 
by faculty members at the Academy to include an educational 
component as well as a spirit of adventure. Students this year 
will enjoy trips to Italy, Vietnam, India, and the Amazon.

An initiative implemented this year is the Senior Capstone 
Project. to conclude their scholarship, students in the Global 
Scholars Program are creating and defending in-depth research 
projects. Culled from their travel experiences and personal 
interest in the issues facing the world today, students are 
investigating these topics that will culminate in a public 
presentation of their findings in the Shenkman trading Center 
over three nights in April, an event that will become a part of 
Global Education Month each spring.   

As director, I must admit the most rewarding aspect of the 
program for me is watching these young men and women 
from all over the globe come together to consider real world 
issues that they will inherit. Whether they are posing questions 
about the political conflict in Afghanistan to WMA alumnus 
Jon Sperling or listening intently during a discussion at Mount 
Holyoke about the rising power of the Chinese economy, WMA’s 
Global Scholars prove they are true intellectuals and empathetic 

2011-2012 Global scholars
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humans who are committed to understanding and appreciating 
the inter-connectivity of the global world today. But don’t take 
my word for it; just read the following testimonials from several 
scholars and see how this program is changing their lives. 

a drEaM FulFIllEd
by riley-JAne MArini ’13

My journey towards becoming a Global Scholar at 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy was unique. In the 

spring of 2010, I was a finalist for the competitive scholarship. 
Although I wasn’t selected, I was given the motivation to try 
again my sophomore year. I accepted this challenge and planned 
on diligently working towards the scholarship for the next year. 

In July 2010, however, my plans were disrupted as I was 
blindsided with a serious virus. I suffered from meningitis and 
encephalitis and was in the hospital for five weeks. I lost the 
ability to walk, talk, see, eat, and sleep, basic activities of daily 
living. At one point, doctors were not sure if I would survive. 

I created short-term goals for myself in order to succeed in my 
classes. With this mind set, I was able to receive exceptional 
grades. Regardless, I no longer had academic confidence in myself. 
that spring I did not even consider applying for the Global 
Scholarship until a faculty member encouraged me to do so. 

Ever since I was young I’ve wanted to travel to another country, 
experience a foreign atmosphere and culture. My dream was to 
journey to Italy one day. In the beginning stages of my recovery 
from meningitis and encephalitis, this dream seemed more 
distant than ever. A year and a half after my dream seemed 
unattainable, the Global Scholars Program has given me the 
opportunity to travel to Italy.

What’s In a PIn?
by MAx rAnkin ’12

When I first came to the Academy as a sophomore, I was 
intrigued by the pins kids wore on their blazers. I really 

wanted the football pin, but then I noticed these cool pins 
with books on them on certain students’ blazers. I asked teresa 
Kennedy, who had one, what they were, and she said, “It’s the 
Bicentennial Scholars pin.”

the idea stayed in my mind, and I wanted that pin for my 
lapel. Mid-year, I saw the announcement for applications, and 
of course the trips were a real incentive. I had heard about the 
other activities, lectures and opportunities to meet renowned 
people, like authors of books, and to talk to them. I thought that 
was an aspect of my life that I wished I had. I wasn’t selected that 
first year, but when I was in my junior year, I finally got my pin. 

I have a bag of memories for each year I am here at WMA. I 
saved my notes from Jon Sperling’s breakfast discussion about 
his work in Afghanistan; I really admire him and all he has done 
globally. From my trip to Brazil, I saved all the wristbands the 
Xavante tribe gave me. I will never forget that moment: the wild 
fire blazing, the tribe dancing to mark our arrival, and their 
offering of the wristbands. It was like a National Geographic 
photo had come to life.  

And so you see, this pin has become the symbol for my quest 
for global scholarship. Every person I met through this program 
has taught me something.  Being a part of the Global Scholars 
Program has left a profound mark on me. I’ve been truly pinned.  

chInEsE labor
by Junyu Jenny huAng ’12

My capstone project is about the impact of mass production 
and factory life in China.   I’ve focused on the factory 

conditions at Foxconn, which is infamous for the treatment 
of its workers. this factory makes the electronics boards for 
iPods, iPads and Mac computers. the factory is located in my 

Studying different cultures through 
international travel is truly a highlight 
of the Global Scholars experience.

Left, Max with 
his pin. 

Riley-Jane 
outside the 
Basilica di 
Santa Maria 
del Fiore, bet-
ter known as 
The Duomo, 
in Florence.



hometown, the city of Shenzhen.  

Foxconn administers psychological profile tests to workers 
before they enter the rough conditions of the factory to see if 
they are prone to violence or suicide.  If selected, the workers are 
put in high-rise buildings, living eight people to a dorm room, 
virtual strangers living together in tight quarters. they can work 
as many as 35 hours straight for as little as 31 cents per hour. 
And there is no health insurance.  

I want people to learn more about human rights issues in China, 
and explore the notion that although Americans are against such 
treatment of workers, the American market wants the goods. 

As a comparison, I have researched the Lowell Experiment, a 
factory city in Massachusetts in the mid 1800s, and I see so 
many similarities. Both were factory towns, paid workers very 
low wages and there was much abuse. the workers at Lowell 
finally gained rights, and I hope this will happen at some point 
in China as well. 

cultural aWarEnEss 
as a solutIon

by Arnelle WilliAMS ’12

As the world becomes more global, I will need to have a 
grasp of other cultures and languages to create compromise 

and foster tolerance; I hope to help get rid of ignorance and 
stereotypes, and I see communication as a key factor in making 
the world a better place. 

For the past two years, I have lived with a roommate who is from 
China, and I’ve learned so much from her. Learning how to live 
with someone who is so completely different from me has been 
enlightening. 

I am from Brooklyn, New york, and the high school 
opportunities in my community just do not offer global 
programs like I’ve experienced here at WMA through programs 
like Model UN and the Global Scholars Program. I feel so blessed 
to be a Global Scholar because it has enabled me to explore my 
interest in international relations. 

collEgE MatrIculatIon 
oF global scholars
CLASS OF 2007
Joshua Binney  Wake Forest University
Stephanie Fenner  University of Connecticut
Rachel Sams  Boston University
Alex Williamson  tufts University
Sara young  University of New England

CLASS OF 2008
Ian Carlin  Princeton University
Brigid Jurgens  the United States Naval Academy

CLASS OF 2009
Patrick Agahigian  New york University
Colin Akerly  Boston College
Jermaine Boswell  Oakwood College
Russell Dinkins  Princeton University
Ariel Landers  Johns Hopkins University
Sarah Lyon  Williams College
Kimberly Marker  Connecticut College
Alessandra Mele  Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Stephanie Pajak  College of the Holy Cross
Kayla Peloquin  the Elms College

CLASS OF 2010
Emma Camilleri  Smith College
Caitlin Charette  Providence College
Adrianne Hanson  Elon University
Minsang Kim  Harvard University
Lauren Marszalek  University of Connecticut
Stephanie Robbins  Boston College
Hannah tanguay  Fairfield University

CLASS OF 2011
Ryan Choi  Emory University
Jessica Duncan  Cornell University
Priyanka George  Boston University
Jeremy Gilfor  Stanford University
Christopher Glabicky  University of Miami
Sommer Mahoney  the George Washington University
Brook Mele  Boston University
Sea yoon Park  Brown University
Jacqueline Smith  College of the Holy Cross
Jeannette Viens  University of St. Andrews
Chi Zhang  Wake Forest University
Shuyi Zhang  Carnegie Mellon University
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Junyu Jenny Huang ’12 Arnelle Williams ’12 at left in Costa rica



by MArxAn peSceTTA, ph.d.
direcTor of inforMATion Technology

technology at Wilbraham & Monson Academy has grown 
exponentially over the past 10 years. these advances have 
fostered students’ appropriate use of technology and have 

supported our teachers’ development of technical knowledge. 
the various initiatives on campus include, but are not limited to, 
the following:
n upgrades to academic computers and software
n addition of wireless access points on campus
n increased Internet bandwidth
n installation of whiteboard technology
n technology training for teachers
n exploration and development of an iPad program

these initiatives are due both to the forward thinking of Head 
of School Rodney LaBrecque and the efforts of the Development 
Office and Information technology Department.

the computer hardware on campus has grown from two small 
Macintosh computer labs with a total of 24 machines to five 
computer labs spread across campus. Gill Memorial Library 
provides its patrons a variety of technology such as laptops, 
iPads, and digital book readers. the WMA Middle School has 
a lab equipped with 14 desktop computers and a projection 
system. Each middle school classroom is equipped with an 
iMac computer and interactive whiteboards, and each teacher 
has a MacBook laptop. Mattern Hall has two Macintosh 
computer labs with interactive whiteboard technology. Mattern 
is also the location of the Shenkman trading Center, which 
includes 16 dual-monitor computer stations equipped with a 
multimedia station and two 65-inch HD, LCD display units. 
the It Department presently supports more than 150 academic 
computers across campus. 

the software upgrades are as impressive as their hardware 
counterparts. Upgrading the student information system from 

MMS to Powerteacher Gradebook has empowered our teachers, 
students, and parents 
with the ability to 
post, view, and share 
grades accurately 
and quickly. teachers 
now have access to 
textbook software 
that creates quizzes 
and tests. Our 
FirstClass email 
system is available 
for community 
members to create 
and share information 
electronically. the 
Macintosh computers 
have preinstalled 
software such as 
iPhoto, GarageBand, 
iMovie, and itunes, 
all of which offer 
students and teachers 
tools for creating 
multimedia projects 
as presentations or as 
assessment vehicles. 

WMA’s Development 
Office, in conjunction 
with the WMA Parents 
Association and Parent 
Capital Steering Committee, did an outstanding job fundraising 
for technology during the past year. An example of their efforts 
can be seen in the purchase and installation of whiteboard 
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tEchnology dEVEloPMEnts

MArxAn peSceTTA, Director of 
Information technology

University of Massachusetts, Amherst
B.S. in computer graphic studies
M.Ed. in instructional technology

Nova Southeastern University
Graduate School of Computer and 
Information Sciences
Ed.S. and Ph.D., computing technology in 
education (DCtE)

Dissertation title 
Teaching Digital Citizenship at a Global 
Academy
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technology on campus. these funds outfitted Mathematics 
Department classrooms with tI calculators along with docking 
station technology. Christina Cronin, Director of Capital 
and Planned Giving, diligently worked with the Benedict 
Foundation to provide us with a generous grant which provided 
our former It Director, Kevin Kopchynski, the necessary funds 
to purchase and install 31 additional wireless access points. 
this initiative completed the goal for achieving wireless Internet 
coverage across campus. 

to provide teachers with time for learning technology, the Head 
of School has offered weekly “teacher technology training”. 
During a teacher’s off-season from coaching, they have been 
invited to attend weekly, two-hour technology sessions. the 
topics of discussion range from learning how to set one’s system 
preferences to how to use the interactive whiteboards. Web 2.0 
technologies have been introduced and explored. tools such 
as blogs, wikis, tagging, video blogging, and podcasting were 
evaluated according to best practices for inclusion in student 
projects. Internet discussions focused on how to evaluate 
websites using the criteria of accuracy, authority, objectivity, 
and currency. Basic skills of how to set browser preferences, 
where to send download files, and how to manage bookmarks 
were among those reviewed. Although these sessions have 
been considered helpful, teachers will need more time to learn, 
experiment, and practice their skills to become proficient in 
incorporating these technologies into their curricula. 

At the beginning of the school year, the Head of School 
requested that an eDevice committee be formed to determine 
the best practice for increasing students’ ability to communicate 
digitally. He suggested faculty conduct a pilot study and begin 
the arduous task of researching various eDevices and how to use 
them in the classroom. By late October, eight iPads and three 
Android tablets were purchased, and the committee’s research 

was underway. the eteam investigated what an eDevice 
program could look like at WMA and how to incorporate these 
digital devices into our curriculum. the committee examined 
and evaluated various applications for these devices. teachers 
outlined the skills they wanted their students to demonstrate. 
they explored the potential issues of using these technologies 
within our community and reported their findings to the 
administration. 

Although the study is not complete and the finalized plan is not 
yet in place, the eDevice Committee members are very excited 
to be a part of the forward thinking of the Academy’s technology 
initiatives.

The IT Department presently 
supports more than 150 academic 
computers across campus.



saturday, april 28  

conFErEncE – 
thE global IMPact oF EMErgIng EconoMIEs   

8:30 AM – 1:00 PM Athletic Center,  Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
admission: $25 general public, $5 students with valid ID   

speakers include: 
n Eva Paus, Professor of Economics and the Carol Hoffman Director of the 

McCulloch Center for Global Initiatives from Mount Holyoke College  
n Gregory White, Professor of Government and the Elizabeth Mugar 

Evaillad ‘69 Director of the Global Studies Center from Smith College
n Xiangming Chen, Dean and Director, Center for Urban and Global 

Studies (CUGS) and the Paul E. Raether Distinguished Professor of 
Sociology and International Studies from trinity College

n Arthur Schiller Casimir, Associate Professor of Economics from Western 
New England University

n Ranganath Murthy, Assistant Professor of Economics from Western   
New England University

 

This is a complete schedule of events sponsored by 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy during Global Education Month.

saturday, april 7 

MoVIE PrEMIEr – VallEy oF thE ForgottEn
FEaturIng PanEl dIscussIon WIth John caIn cartEr  
5:30 PM Weinstein Auditorium – Smith College,  Wright Hall  

      
tuesday, april 10 
lEcturE – alExandEr dEbEloV, cEo oF VIrool 
 Mark R. Shenkman Trading Center – WMA, Mattern Hall  

 

april 24 – 26  

global scholars caPstonE ProJEcts  
7:00 PM Mark R. Shenkman Trading Center – WMA, Mattern Hall 

co-SponSored by

co-SponSored by

Schedule of evenTS April 2012

We were excited 
to welcome 
visiting faculty 

member John Cain Carter 
back to the Academy. In 
addition to providing the 
kick-off event for GEM, 
John (above with students from previous Amazon trips) had a busy 
schedule on campus. On thursday, he interviewed live for two local 
tV stations where he talked about his work in the Amazon and with 
WMA. On thursday, he also engaged students and faculty at School 
Meeting with a description of his work in the Amazon regarding 
land stewardship, including the establishment of an effective fire-
fighting force made up of both professional and volunteer firemen.

On Friday, John spent 
some time in Brian Easler’s 
Hemingway class and Gayle 
Hsiao’s Entrepreneurship 
class before speaking at 
the World Affairs Council 
of Western Massachusetts 

(WAC) Instant Issues lunch series.

the premier of the documentary film Valley of the Forgotten 
at Smith College, on Saturday evening, the kick off to Global 
Education Month, was a collaborative effort between WMA 
and Smith.  John, Brian, and a panel of three students who 
had attended previous educational adventures to the Amazon 
presented additional information after the film. Stephanie Robbins 
’10, teresa Kennedy ’12, and Austin Little ’12 were panelists.

WelcoMe, John cAin cArTer
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thE MIssIon oF WIlbrahaM & Monson acadEMy 
Is to dEVEloP global cItIzEns & lEadErs 

www.WMA.us/Globalexchange 

the Global Exchange Program grew from a student-initiated 
project for an Entrepreneurship class. Mengdie Melody 
Liu’s proposal to engage WMA student-

volunteers in assisting the yunnan Ethnic 
Minority School Project (yEMS) in yunnan 
Province in China focused on the concept of 
“social entrepreneurship”. yEMS will provide a 
cross-cultural volunteer pilot program that will 
span the month of June 2012. 

Melody presented her final Entrepreneurship 
project to school administrators in late winter 
and won their support. yEMS has also been 
endorsed by Andreas Widmer, at right with 
Melody, author of The Pope & The CEO and 
co-founder of the SEVEN Fund, a philanthropic organization that 
supports enterprises that identify solutions to poverty. 

With her father, Mr. Gong Lincoln Liu, acting as liaison between 

WMA and the yunnan Education Center for International 
Exchange (yECIE), a meeting was arranged for Entrepreneurship 

teacher and Director of the International Student 
Program Gayle Hsiao to travel to China over spring 
vacation to find out more about the opportunities 
that might exist for the future. She discovered that 
several schools in China were very excited about 
creating an exchange program with WMA that 
would not only send Chinese students to the U.S. 
but would enable American students to have an in-
depth experience in China.

While details of the exchange are still being worked 
out, we can count on the first visit from incoming 
students to occur sometime in February 2013. 

WMA students who host visiting Chinese students can look 
forward to visiting their Chinese counterparts during the WMA 
spring vacation in 2013. 



by rodney lAbrecque 

It is common for organizations to make progress in decade-
long increments. the longer look back allows for better 
analysis of whether significant progress has occurred or 

not. I think from the articles which precede this conclusion, we 
certainly have made progress.

that, however, is no excuse to rest on our laurels. We must 
continue to press ahead and tackle further needs, develop new 
programs, and solidify present programs. On my immediate 
horizon, I see the following projects.

1. expAnSion of Technology uSe ThroughouT The 
orgAnizATion. As noted in Dr. Pescetta’s article, we are 
embarked on a plan to introduce iPad use throughout the 
middle school and into the ninth grade. this expansion will 
then be completed in a step-wise fashion during the next year.

2. coMpleTion of phASe TWo of The lAk dining hAll 
proJecT. this summer we will complete Phase One, which 
consists of new windows, doors, carpet, tile, tables and chairs, 
and the installation of air conditioning. Phase two will be to 
sheetrock and panel the walls to eliminate looking at the current 
cinder block treatment, construction of new serving areas and 
replacement of the original 1950s’ lighting to create a more 
elegant atmosphere for dining.

3. conSTrucTion of A SMAll dorMiTory To reduce The 
reSidenT denSiTy of rich hAll. It is a positive fact that more 
and more students wish to attend the Academy. the down 
side is that all facets of dorm life are affected when Rich Hall 
in particular is completely filled. the design of Rich Hall stems 
from an earlier era when students were much more accustomed 
to sharing crowded facilities. 

4. SolidificATion of The globAl STudieS/econoMicS eMphASiS 
ThroughouT The curriculuM. As the Global School®, we 
must ensure all students graduate with enough basic global 
education to support that tagline. two additional programs we 
are developing are Global Education Month (GEM), a film and 
lecture series which will become a tradition at the Academy and 
the Global Exchange Program. you can see the GEM schedule 
on page 17 and more information about the Global Exchange 
Program on page 18.

5. coMpleTion of inveSTigATion To eSTAbliSh A brAnch of The 
AcAdeMy AbroAd. Currently, we have an opportunity for such an 
expansion on Jeju Island, Korea, and we are actively pursuing this.

6. uTilizATion of currenT AThleTic fAciliTieS To develop 
excellenT progrAMS led by Top-noTch coAcheS. Over the last 
ten years we have rehabilitated or constructed athletic facilities 
to the degree that we now offer some of the best physical spaces 
in New England. We must focus our efforts on being not only an 
excellent academic school, but also an excellent athletic school. 
I take my lead on this from watching Williams College over the 
last 20 years become not only an academic leader, but also the 
leading Division III athletic school in the country.

Clearly there is much to do.

lookIng ahEad
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the word in the Admission 
Office this year has 
been “momentum”.  the 

Academy is doing better than ever, 
and we in the Admission Office 
are working hard to cement WMA 
as one of the top boarding schools, 
globally.  

to date, admission officers have 
travelled to Germany, Jamaica, 
Canada, the Bahamas, Dubai, 
Mexico, Italy, England, and 
Bermuda in an effort to expand 
our reputation as the Global 
School®, and plans to visit South 
America and Eastern Europe are in 
the works. In addition to extensive 
international travel, we’ve travelled 

all around the U.S. and increased our presence in the local 
community to help attract the best possible domestic students 
to our school.  

Part of international and domestic travel included the efforts 
of our faculty members to help us identify top candidates for 
the Academy. Boys’ Varsity Soccer Coach Gary Cook travelled 
to Bermuda this past winter to identify potential admission 
candidates for the Academy, while football coaches Jeff 
Vartabedian and Casey Brown attended a recruiting event in 
Montreal, Quebec. Director of Admission Chris Sparks ’95 
and Associate Head of School Brian Easler recruited in Dubai 
at an international rugby gathering. these are just a few 
examples of the collaborative effort between Admission and 
our faculty and the expansion of our global reach.

So far this year’s applicant pool has been stronger than ever, 
and we cannot wait to welcome next year’s class of artists, 
scholars, and athletes into our community!

a d m i s s i o N  N e w s

M O M e n t U M

John troIano, you’rE #1
Congratulations and welcome 
to John troiano of Enfield, 
Connecticut, the first newly 
reenrolled student to complete his 
entire application and registration 
process online. John, a member of 
the Class of 2019, is the son of tina 
and Anthony troiano, at right with 
John, WMA Class of 1986.

In his application essay, John, 
who likes to wear his dad’s WMA 
sweatshirt, wrote, “I am applying 
to Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
because I am looking for a good 
education. My dad went here, 
and he tells me that it was a great 
experience for him and it helped 
him become a better person.” 

Tyrell Burgess ’05 met 
Gary Cook in Bermuda. 
Tyrell is a fireman and first 
emergency plane crash 
responder. He still plays on 
the national soccer team.
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Director of WMA Middle 
School Charlie D’Avanzo 
welcomes John.



suPPort thE 
WIlbrahaM & Monson acadEMy 

2011-2012 annual Fund

WWW.WMa.us/gIVE

rIsE aboVE thE 
coMPEtItIon
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MAy 11 & 12

find us on 
facebook!

FacEbook.coM/WIlbrahaMMonsonacadEMy
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MEghan rothschIld, 
dIrEctor oF MarkEtIng 

Meghan has joined 
the WMA team as the 
Director of Marketing 
after spending years in 
marketing and public 
relations at the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts 
and Six Flags New 
England. She received her 
B.A. in communications 
from Roger Williams 
University.

As the Advertising and 
Promotions Manager at 
Six Flags New England, 
Meghan was responsible 
for developing strategic 
marketing campaigns 
and purchasing all paid 
media through various 
outlets. She became well 

versed in digital, print, radio, and tV advertising and how to 
execute a targeted campaign properly. In collaboration with 
the team, Meghan was ultimately responsible for securing 
talent for all special events and managing logistics for major 
concerts that often featured big name acts such as Lady Gaga 
and Justin Bieber. 

Additionally, Meghan runs her own skin cancer awareness 
organization, Surviving Skin, where she has been speaking 
on the topic of melanoma for over seven years. As a cancer 
survivor she has served as a national spokesperson for the 
American Academy of Dermatology and as a board member 
for the Melanoma Foundation of New England. 

When asked about her role in a developing department, 
Meghan said, “I am thrilled to bring new concepts and an 
increased level of exposure to such a fantastic organization.” 
Upon Meghan’s arrival, she jumped in headfirst to develop 
a strong media campaign promoting both Open Houses for 
the 2011-2012 school year. Meghan’s experience will bring 
WMA to the next level of exposure and increase visibility 
among local, national, and international markets.

dEanna roux, WEbManagEr 
Deanna began her 
work with WMA 
last October as a 
consultant on the 
Academy’s website, 
www.WMA.us. 
She gained full-
time employment 
status just two 
months later.

She has worked 
diligently and 
efficiently to 
maintain the 
website and to 
keep it fresh and 
vibrant.

Other 
contributions 
to WMA 
communications include writing news items, social media 
management, parent and alumni eNews compilation, and 
assisting with WMA’s publication The Academy World.

Prior to joining WMA, Deanna was self-employed as a 
communications consultant, freelance writer, and jewelry 
designer. Before that, she worked in the corporate world 
for more than 15 years at MassMutual’s home office in 
Springfield and at McKesson/HBOC in Amherst and 
Atlanta in a communications capacity.

Additionally, Deanna is a board member for team Jessica, an 
organization that provides resources to community projects 
and programs that integrate people of all abilities, helping to 
foster habits of acceptance and inclusivity.

“Working for myself had many advantages that allowed 
me to spend more time with my children,” Deanna said. 
“I’m fortunate to have had the past seven years to be my 
own boss, but it’s time to get back to the workforce, and I 
can’t think of a place that better suits me.”

With her unique background, Deanna provides a 
creative business outlook married with a sense of social 
entrepreneurship.

CommunicationsSpotlight

Welcome to the Communications Office



 

k. IVan F. gothnEr
Since 1993, Van Gothner has been 
managing director and founder of 
Adirondack Partners, LLC, a private 
merchant-banking firm that focuses 
on serving small and mid-size growth 
companies. He has been active as a 
merchant banker focusing on small and 
mid-size growth companies for his entire 
career. His work has focused on companies 
experiencing rapid growth as a result of 
introducing new technologies and products 
or by entering new markets. Van received 
his bachelor of arts degree in political 
science and economics from Columbia 
College and an M.I.A. from Columbia 
University’s School of International Affairs 
in international economic policy and 
finance. 

Prior to founding Adirondack Partners, Van was senior vice 
president of Barclays Bank from 1990 to 1992, responsible 
for establishing an investment banking unit to serve small 
and mid-sized companies. He joined Kleinwort Benson 

Limited in 1986 and from 1987 
to 1990, he served as a senior vice 
president of the firm and general 
manager of the KB Mezzanine Fund, 
L.P., a specialized fund which invested 
in the equity and junior capital of 
small and mid-sized businesses. In 
December 2009, Van joined the board 
of directors of AgFeed Industries, 
Inc., located in Nanchang, Jiangxi, 
China, and serves as audit committee 
chairman of that board. AgFeed is in 
the processed and packaged goods 
area of the consumer goods sector.

Currently, Van serves on the board 
of directors of ArtID, LLC, a private 
company providing online exhibition 
space to artists, Covenant Group of 
China Inc., a publicly traded company 

engaged in the business of acquiring equity interests in 
private companies based and operating in China, and Best 
Buddies of Massachusetts. 

Van lives in Wilbraham with his wife Betsy Davidson and 
daughter Sarah Goolishian ’13.
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tIMothy MarInI
As president and principal of FieldEddy 
Insurance, timm Marini manages all aspects 
of sales and marketing. He is a graduate of 
Plymouth State University with a B.S. degree 
in business administration. timm also holds 
a certificate from the Wharton School of 
the University of Pennsylvania’s Council of 
Insurance Agents and Brokers Executive 
Leadership Program.

Prior to his tenure at FieldEddy, timm 
served as an underwriting and supervisory 
manager with the Fireman’s Fund and 
account executive, vice president, and 
president of a regional insurance agency. 
During his tenure at that agency, he led 
successful efforts to improve customer service. the 
Excellence Committee recognized those efforts with an 
Excellence award two years in a row.

timm is currently Chairman of 
the Board of Directors for Human 
Resources Unlimited and has served 
as past chairman of the town of 
Hampden advisory council, on 
the advisory councils for Hanover 
Insurance, Peerless Insurance, and 
Preferred Insurance, the president’s 
club at Health New England, the 
board of directors of the Ludlow 
Boys and Girls Club, as a corporator 
for Springfield Museums, and as an 
executive on IISI Captive Insurance 
Board.

timm lives in Hampden with his 
wife Jackie and two children, Casey 
’10 finishing his sophomore year at 

Connecticut College and Riley-Jane ’13. Both Casey and 
Riley-Jane proved to be excellent soccer players at the 
varsity level at WMA.

Trustees Spotlight



A s I A
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FEBRUARy 2012

Top, Lei Fu & Jinping Gao, parents of Yuan 
’14, with Associate Head of School Brian 
Easler, Yahong Chen, her daughter Jingwen 
Daisy Li ’15, a translator, and Liner Gan, 
mother of Mei Amy Lu ’15. 

The following parents attended the Bejing 
parent reception hosted by Brian Easler 
and Director of Development Richard 
Rodgers: Mrs. Hong Ai, Mr. Yingzhi Cui, 
Mrs. Ling Li, Mrs. S Shue, Mrs. Chunlian 
Wang, Mr. Zuo J. Yu, Mrs. Wei Zhao, and 
a representative Yan & Guoji Wang. 

Nobumitsu Kambe & Yukako Kambe-
Stone, parents of Kanako ’12 and Jiao Ping 
& Ke Wang, parents of Xiang ’13 in Tokyo. 

sHAnGHAI

beIJInG
tOKyO

beIJInG

beIJInG OLyMPIC tOrCH 

Top, Yingshi Cui, father of Hoatian 
Roger ’15, and Brian Easler in the Bird’s 
Nest, Beijing’s National Stadium. 

2005 Classmates Saori Nakamura 
& Masa Konakamura at the Tokyo 
reception.

Richard Rodgers and Brian Easler at 
the Beijing Olympic Torch.

tOKyO



DECEMBER 2011
Except where noted, alumni 
are from the Class of 2011. 
Evan Filkins, Kimberly Marker 
’09, Nora Harrington ’13, 
Sarah Lyon ’09, Brooke Mele, 
Sommer Mahoney, Priyanka 
George, Jeannette Viens, Dr. 
Kathleen Gorski, Bethany 
Lyon, and Jason Duke.

yOUnG ALUMnI

b
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st
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sPrInGFIeLDDECEMBER 2011

David & Melissa Reeves, parents of 
Stephanie ’12 and Kristin ’14, a guest, 
and Christopher & Lisa Jalbert, parents 
of Nicholas ’12. Melissa is treasurer 
of the Parents Association and Lisa is 
president.

Bottom right, Eva Landers with her 
parents, Patrick and Elisa, at the 
Springfield reception. Eva spoke with 
the guests after dinner about her 
experiences at the Academy.

John Davis ’75, 
Dan Kunhardt 
’72, and Henry 
Downey ’70 
before dinner at 
Max’s Tavern in 
Springfield.

SEPtEMBER 2011
Classmates Caitlin Flynn & Victoria Duke ’06, and 
Andrew Nepomucino ’01.

Head of School Rodney LaBrecque and Peter Burnham ’68W, who hosted the 
Boston reception at the Boston Tennis & Racquet Club.
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Back: Mike Flynn, Timm Marini, Dave Callahan. 
Middle: Van Gothner, Susan McKenna, Jim 
Lacrosse ’50W. Front: Rodney LaBrecque, Don 
Stuart ’73, Mark Shenkman ’61M, Krista Hanson, 
Suzy Awad, Scott Jacobs ’75.

Below right, Jim ’50W & Pat Lacrosse and Shirley 
& Rodney LaBrecque. Jim hosted the winter Board 
of Trustees meeting at the JW Marriott Camelback 
Resort in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
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board oF trustEEs MEEtIng 
In scottsdalE, arIzona

JAnuAry 2012
Keith McAllister ’65, Jordan 
Kramer ’73, and Dana Aftab ’81 
with Rodney in San Francisco.

JAnuAry 2012
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C l a s s  N o t e s

33 Wilbraham
Dr. S. James Beale and his wife 
Paula greeted their newest great 
grandaughter and celebrated 
“72 years of wedded Blitz” on 
Christmas Eve 2011.

50 Wilbraham
his friends threw Dr. Robert 
K. MacLauchlin a surprise 80th 
birthday party at his health club.

50 mONSON
Fisk Bacon, who played soccer, 
basketball, and baseball as a 
postgraduate, attended the City of 
Palms Tournament semi-final game. 
He had this to say about the Titans: 
“Looks like a good team – a lot of 
big players.” Former faculty member 
Jack Tyrer was also at City of Palms 
and commented as well. [Where 
are they now?] 

54 Wilbraham
John F. Waitt Jr. reports, “it’s been 
a long time away. life is better. 
my wife, four children, and four 
grandchildren are great. They make 
me younger.  i’m 77 going on 50 
and living part time in St. maarten 
is the ultimate. God bless all of 
you.”

57 Wilbraham
Russ Cook at the helm of his J24 
during a regatta during the 2011 
season. Russ is currently the district 
governor of District 7, which 
covers upstate New York. He will 
be competing in the J24 world 
championships in mid-September 
2012 in Rochester, New York.  
 62 Wilbraham
John Adan and his wife Joan are 
happily spending their retirement in 
Panama in a tiny village inside the 
caldera of an extinct volcano. John 
is enjoying gardening year-round 
and using the Spanish language 
skills he developed in Mr. Vaughn’s 
class at Wilbraham Academy.

68 Wilbraham
One major bucket list 
accomplishment for M. Scott 
Wood Jr.:  “In November, I played 
the Augusta National Golf Club in 
Augusta, Georgia, which completed 
my quest to play all courses ever 
listed as a top 100 golf course 
in both Golf Digest and Golf 
Magazine, 276 in all!”.

69 Wilbraham
Benjamin F. Wilson Esq. had good 
reason to be proud of his nephew 
Russell, son of Harry Wilson ’73. 
He played an outstanding season 
at quarterback for the Wisconsin 
Badgers and was in the early 
running for the Heisman Trophy. 
A transfer from North Carolina, 
Russell threw for 3,175 yards with 
33 touchdown passes against only 
four interceptions. Although his size 
(5’10”, 204 lbs.) counts against him, 
some speculate he’ll be drafted in 
the second or third round this year.

70 mONSON 
Robert G. Hall was reunited with 
his long lost Monson Academy 
class ring that had been stolen 
from his home more than 30 years 
ago! A big thank-you to a local 
Springfield resident who found 
the ring in a park and promptly 
returned it to WMA. What a story! 

72  David F. Blanchard spends 
a lot of time playing golf in Palm 
Beach, Florida. He and his wife 
joined PGA National as members 
and are looking for a second home 
there.

Mark Rattan sent us a photo 
(page 28) of his son Quinn after 
seeing the photograph of Adam 
Schrecengost ’11 holding a teddy 
bear in the fall 2011 issue of The 
Academy World. Mark says, “I 
noticed a resemblance to my son 
Quinn who is the same age and a 
freshman at Northwestern at this 

point), that was eerie and uncanny. 
We accordingly took a picture of 
my son Quinn holding a teddy bear 
to illustrate the resemblance. Given 
the resemblance, you would think 
we are related to the Schrecengosts, 
but we are not.”  

Mark filled us in on what he’s been 
doing for the past 40 years, “I have 
been married to my wife Sara for 22 
years, and we have two sons, Seth, 
who is a junior at Tufts, and Quinn, 
who is a freshman at Northwestern. 
Sara writes short stories and has 
had three published. I have been 
practicing law since 1980, most 
recently with the Litchfield Cavo, 
LLP firm that I started with eight 
other attorneys in 1998. We now 
have about 140 lawyers with offices 
in 12 cities.”

73 Chet Marcus returned from 
his last tour of duty in Iraq as a 
reservist in January. He stopped 
by to visit the campus on his way 
home from a medical appointment 
at a military facility in Concord, 
Massachusetts. He loves the school 
and would especially love to come 
back and talk to students about 
the military. Chet runs a nonprofit 
called Southwest Asia Vets (www.
southwestasisvets.org) and also does 
video production work, a skill he 
learned in the military. He hopes his 
children can attend the Academy.

Get the word out! Send your news 
for the fall Academy World magazine 
to the alumni Office, 423 main 
Street, Wilbraham, ma 01095 or to 
alumni@Wma.us by august 1, 2012. 
Join the online community and post 
news anytime at www.facebook.
com/wilbrahammonsonacademy.

Russ Cook ‘57 at the helm

Robert G. Hall 
‘70 with his 
ring



74  David B. Lyman says, 
“Our son, Remington, signed his 
athletic letter of intent to Ohio 
State and is attending on a shooting 
scholarship! We would like to hear 
from any Ohio State alumnus.”

75  Wayne Livingston stopped 
by campus this fall on his way from 
Rhode Island to the Berkshires. In 
addition to finding his senior stone, 
he wanted to see the “ghost” in 
the mural in Rich Hall (which he is 
pictured with). Wayne said seeing 
WMA was the highlight of his trip!

82 Josef E. Martin CPCU earned 
the Chartered Property Casualty 
Underwriter (CPCU) designation in 
October in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

83 Christine Pilch and Antonio 
Mancini were married November 
19, 2011, at the Simsbury Inn in 
Simsbury, Connecticut. Antonio 
is director of global marketing 
and new product development 
at Cooper Crouse-Hinds Airport 
Lighting Products. Chrissie owns 
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Quinn Rattan

Adam Schrecengost ’11 

C l a s s  N o t e s

 Peace  · Vrede  ·  Emirembe ·           ·  Hálá ·  Muka-Muka  ·  Wâki I j iwebis- I  ·  Anachemowegan ·        ·  Cohqwaivwh ·  Patz ·  Fr ið ·         ·  Pace

Jeffrey h. TeiTel ’61m
Wilbraham & monson academy 
is now known as “The Global 
School®”. With a moniker like that, 
the 14-hour plane ride to or from 
beijing is becoming de rigueur, 
especially if we consider the recent 
miles travelled by staff and students. 
Our school was not always so 
prepared to travel with passports at 
the ready. This, of course, discounts 
the fact that the first Chinese 
student ever to attend a school in 
the United States came to monson 
academy from hong Kong in 1847.  

Today, when the head of School 
travels out to a breakfast meeting, 
he most likely finds himself in 
another state. Travel is no stranger 
to leaders of education, industry, 
religion, government, and a wide 
plethora of private organizations. 

Travel plans are frequently made 
just to resolve disagreements or 
conflicts of interests or ideas. 
Some statistical resources state 
that managers spend at least 25% 
of their time resolving workplace 
conflicts. 

Certainly, there seems to be 
no shortage of institutions and 
organizations which seek to address 
major conflicts, ranging from the 
United Nations to the “Search for 
Common Ground”. Often, those 
seeking to resolve world peace 
conflicts must ask where and how 
the conflict began. Conflicts may be 
based on or fomented by opposing 
political, ideological, economic, 
or military differences. if fully 
grown adults are pulling the levers 
of conflict, can we turn now to a 
younger generation with an eye to 
minimizing the kinds of conflicts 

they are likely to face? 

if all great journeys are to start with 
the first step, then perhaps that step 
has been taken in Vermont where 
a relevant peace curriculum geared 
for that generation is in the making. 
This  monson alumnus, living in a 
Southern Vermont village, is teaming 
with others to develop a special 
classroom curriculum. We recognize 
that peace has been an elusive goal 
since the dawn of civilization. 

The proposed peace curriculum 
is simple but different. each high 
school level class would be offered 
to students as an adjunct to their 
formal studies. locally available 
faculty with field experience in 
peace resolution, ranging from 
domestic disputes to international 
wars, would lead classes. based 
on the proposal’s support structure, 

Grow My Company, a marketing 
and social media consulting firm. 
They split their time between 
Bethlehem, Connecticut, and 
Ware, Massachusetts, and will 
honeymoon on the Amalfi coast of 
Italy later this year.  

87 Congratulations to Jeffrey 
I. Fialky, Esq. on being named 
partner at Bacon Wilson P.C. Jeff is 
a member of the firm’s corporate, 
commercial, and municipal 
departments, where he specializes 
in sophisticated business, financing, 
and commercial real estate 
transactions. He currently serves 
as Vice-Chair of the Springfield 
Chamber of Commerce and is 
the former President of the Young 
Professionals Society (YPS) of 
Greater Springfield. He is also Vice-
Chair of the Springfield Museums 
Membership and Development 
Committee, and serves as a director 
on the boards of the United Way of 
Pioneer Valley, Scibelli Enterprise 
Center at STCC, Alden Credit 
Union, and the Jewish Federation of 
Western Massachusetts. 

95 Yashar David Yaslowitz 
co-hosted a Carnegie Hall concert 
on January 19, 2012, featuring 
pianist Lola Astanova. Donald Trump 
introduced the concert, a fundraiser 
for the American Cancer Society, 
and hosted a post-concert reception 
at the Russian Tea Room.

96 Matthew T. Risley and 
his dad John, who operate 
Risley Sports Photography in 
Northampton, Massachusetts, 
began taking primitive camping 
trips to the Boundry Waters Canoe 
Area (BWCA) in 1997. BWCA is 
a 1,090,000-acre wilderness area 
within the Superior National Forest 
in northeastern Minnesota and 
Quetico National Provincial Park 
in Ontario, Canada, with more 
than two million acres of lakes 
connected by portages and canoe 
trails. They have made the trip in 
August or early September nearly 
every year since that time. The trips 
last at least a week and cover an 
average of 50-75 miles each. Matt 

Peace 
currIculum

Jeff H. Teitel, Of Counsel
Dacheng Law Offices, New York



says, “We try to go to new places 
each year, but with [our] time 
constraints [we] could never see 
all the sights and places it has to 
offer in [our] lifetime. It’s the largest, 
most beautiful place I have ever 
seen.”

99 Congratulations to Gwen 
Schantz on the success of the 
Brooklyn Grange. Gwen is one 
of the founding partners of the 
commercial rooftop organic farm 
in Long Island City, New York. The 
farm is expanding this year to a 
45,000 sq. ft. roof at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard. The group is also 
building New York City’s largest 
commercial apiary on that site with 
20 beehives. They’ve recently been 
awarded a $45,000 grant from the 
Greening Western Queens Fund 
that has enabled them to hire a 
full-time educator on site and to 
bring students from across western 
Queens to the farm free of charge.
 00 Jessica Jeffery Morra wrote 
to catch us up on her life after 

WMA. “Since graduation, I have 
been working for my family’s 
business Jeffery & Jeffery, Inc. 
collecting delinquent municipal 
taxes. On February 9, 2010, I 
was married to Robert Morra at 
Sandals in Antigua. On March 27, 
2011, we welcomed our beautiful 
daughter Annabelle Rae. Our happy 
little family currently resides in 
Belchertown, Massachusetts.”

01 Congratulations to Frank 
Antonacci Jr., who received the 
U.S. Harness Writers Association 
Lew Barasch Breakthrough Award 
at the Dan Patch Awards Dinner on 
February 12 in Orlando, Florida.

02 Nicholas E. Ellis has been 
living in Seoul, South Korea, for the 
last four years teaching English.

07Lauren Brodeur represented 
the Hartford Hawks at the NEWISA 
Senior Bowl joining 20 players 
from around the region for the 
annual event. Read more about 
her accomplishments in Titans 
Victorious, page 4.

08 Brigid Jurgens graduates 
from the U.S. Naval Academy this 
spring. She received news in the 
winter that she got her first choice 
for her post-Academy assignment; 
she will be attending flight school at 
the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, 
Florida.

Hailey Robbins graduated cum 
laude from American University’s 
School of International Service 
in Washington, DC with a B.A. 
in international relations and a 
minor in communications.  She 
spent one semester at University 
College London during which she 
served as Springfield newspaper 
The Republican’s blogger on the 
Royal Wedding of William and 
Kate. While in Washington, Hailey 
interned for Senator John Kerry 
on Capitol Hill and is currently 
interning at the U.S. Department 
of State Bureau of International 
Security and Nonproliferation while 
she pursues her master’s degree in 
international relations at American 
University.  
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discussed below, classrooms could 
number into the thousands and be 
located around the world.

The proposed support for this peace 
curriculum is an organization that 
has been interested in world peace 
for decades. its origins date back 
to 1917 when rotary international, 
which authorizes the establishment 
of rotary Clubs around the world, 
proposed that an endowment be 
set up “for the purpose of doing 
good in the world.” in 1928, when 
the endowment fund had grown to 
more than $5,000, it was renamed 
“The rotary foundation”, and it 
became a distinct entity within 
rotary international. 

One mission of the rotary 
foundation is world peace. This 
peace curriculum proposal would 
have the rotary foundation expand 

its current programs for world peace 
by authorizing local rotary Clubs 
to establish a peace curriculum 
in available classrooms. Students 
could come from public or private 
high schools to complement their 
formal school studies. This proposed 
curriculum would serve to help 
students understand, recognize, 
and, theoretically, resolve conflicts 
to achieve peace. This curriculum, 
currently being discussed with 
professional academicians, involves 
global implementation possibilities.

Consistently, the rotary foundation 
has an established peace program 
history. in 1965-66, the rotary 
foundation launched three 
programs supporting world peace 
programs. Subsequently, the 
organization’s first peace forums 
were held in 1987-88, leading to 

the rotary’s Peace and Conflict 
resolution program, which currently 
funds two years of graduate study in 
eight universities around the world, 
with about seventy-five scholars 
participating each year. applicants 
generally have education and 
professional experience well beyond 
students at the high school level.

hence, the idea behind this 
proposed curriculum is to expand 
learning about world peace to high 
school students, on a global scale. 
Peace is a subject which should 
be offered and made available to 
students approaching adulthood 
if we want to give peace a better 
chance. if the rotary foundation 
approves this proposed program, 
young people will have an 
opportunity to explore a subject 
not generally offered in most 
classrooms. 

 

Thanks to Jeff Teitel ’61 for 
contributing this report on a 
project he has been involved in 
in his role as Rotary Foundation 
Committee Chair of the 
Deerfield Valley Rotary Club in 
West Dover, Vermont. Jeff is one 
of four Academy graduates who 
are members of the Explorers 
Club and who have generously 
agreed to contribute to The 
Academy World regarding their 
current exploits. We look forward 
to hearing from Carl Schuster 
’60, Terry Vose ’60, and Andrew 
Petkun ’64 in coming issues.

Chet Marcus ’73

Wayne Livingston ’75
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Emily A. Vincunas 
is one of four 
Wheaton College 
seniors who were 
named to the New 
England Women’s 

Intercollegiate Soccer Association 
(NEWISA) Division III All-New 
England Team. Read more about 
her accomplishments in Titans 
Victorious, page 4. 

09 Global Scholar Colin Akerly 
is continuing his global education! 
He is in an exclusive intensive 
Spanish program through Boston 
College. He is studying in Buenos 
Aires and spent last summer with a 
family in Argentina improving his 
Spanish-language skills.  

Patrick T. Agahigian began studying 
in Madrid, Spain, last fall. In 2011 
he took summer classes and will 
graduate a semester early from 
NYU Stern. Patrick stopped by the 
Communications Office last week 
to say he had a wonderful time in 
Spain and that he had an internship 
lined up in New York City for the 
summer.

Princeton University junior Russell 
Dinkins was named first-team 
All-Ivy at the end of the indoor 

track season. Read more about 
his accomplishments in Titans 
Victorious, page 4.

11 From masslive.com: In only 
her freshman season at the College 
of Saint Rose, Brittany Barry is a 
collegiate national champion. Barry 
and her Golden Knight teammates 
captured the Division II women’s 
soccer national championship with 
a 2-1 victory over Grand Valley 
State in the title match Pensacola, 
Florida. Barry played 47 minutes 
in the contest, including being 
inserted back into the match for 
the critical last five minutes. Barry 
was tied for the second-leading 
scorer on the team with 31 points 
this season on 14 goals and three 
assists. 

NECROLOGY
 
Robert L. Cooch ‘39
John R. Auchter Esq. ‘40
Grayson D. Kirtland ’43
Frank R. Wood ‘44
Dr. Lester M. Felton Jr. ‘45
C. Laurence Stevens Jr. ‘45
Robert B. Bishop ‘46
Richard S. Mosher ‘48
Craig Shea ‘48
Edmund T. Bennett ‘50

Arthur B. Clune ‘50
Edward Hammond Jr. ‘52
Raymond H. Walke ‘52
N. Frank Maldonado ‘55
Mark M. Lydon ‘56
Roderick B. MacKenzie ‘56
Daniel F. Daly ‘60
Kenneth R. Churilla ‘61
Steven C. Windholz ‘61
Joseph R. Truesdale III ‘64
Albert Schwartz ’65
Frank D. Reese Jr. ’70
Jessica A. Simpson ‘86
Tyler Granfield ’02

Former Faculty & Staff
Lillian Bragiel Pekala, school nurse 
and matriarch of an extensive 
Academy family: brother Eugene 
Bragiel ’47M, son Mark ’67M, 
daughters Karen ’69M and 
Former Trustee Christine Jeffery, 
granddaughters Kaya Thayer ’95 
and Jessica Jeffrey Morra ’00, and 
grandson Reid ’97

Dr. Arthur H Goodwin, 1947-1989 
school physician and consultant

Most of the obituaries we receive 
come through our clipping service. 
If you know of a friend or classmate 
who has passed away, please notify 
the Alumni Office. As space allows, 
we publish remembrances at the 
families’ request.

Matthew T. Risley ’96 and dad John
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Patti Pilch Munroe ’85, Chrissie Pilch Mancini ’83, 
Tony Mancini, Carl Perugini

Jessica Jeffery Morra ’00 wedding 

Annabelle Rae Morra  

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Dunreith Kelly Lowenstein, who taught 
English and social studies in the WMA 
Middle School from 1989 to 1998, was in 
town in January to celebrate the donation 
of book club kits to the Wilbraham Public 
Library in honor of her mother. Dunreith 
was one of Rodney LaBrecque’s first 
students when he began his teaching 
career at The MacDuffie School.

Josh Merrow, who was the Alumni 
Director from 1995 to 1998 and coached 
the Varsity Swim Team, writes, “Welcome 
to the world our fourth (and final, I 
promise...) little girl, Julia Merrow. Born at 

12:35 a.m. on 12/12/11, and already sticking 
her tongue out at the world!” 

Jack Tyrer, faculty member from 1949-1953, 
wrote, “I had the unexpected pleasure 
yesterday to see the WMA basketball team 
win a thriller here in Fort Myers, Florida. 
(December 18, 2011, at the City of Palms 
Tournament). I look forward to seeing them 
back again next year!” 

Julia Merrow

Gwen Schantz ’99 
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Please direct your comments and 
letters to: Rita Carey, Editor
Wilbraham & Monson Academy
423 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone: 413.596.9114
Fax: 413.596.4108
E-mail: rcarey@WMA.us

Visit our website at:
www.WMA.us

Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, religion, national origin, 
disability, sex, sexual orientation, 
or age.

Wilbraham & Monson Academy is 
assigned to the National Register of 
Historic Places.  

the area named the Academy 
Historic District consists of thirty 
buildings, twenty-four of which 
belong to the school.

JoIn thE WMa 
onlInE coMMunIty!
Have you changed your email 
address? Email alumni@WMA.
us with your current contact 
information and receive the 
monthly Alumni eNews. 
Visit our website 
www.WMA.us.

FostErIng 
thE arts 
at WMa

                      The World AheAd
                                          Building WMA, The Global School®

“A strong arts education 
promotes the skills our 

students need to be 
successful, both academically 

and in life. Exposure to 
arts education promotes 

self-directed learning and 
sharpens critical thinking 

and creative skills.” 
      Paul Bloomfield, Chair, Fine 
& Performing Arts Department

hElP us raIsE $35,000 
For thE arts 
cAMpAign giving levelS:
Angel  $10,000
Maestro  $  5,000
Master  $  1,000
Prodigy  $    500
Artist  $  <500

For more information please contact Christina Cronin, 
Director of Major Gifts & Campaign Coordinator, at 
413.596.9189 or at ccronin@WMA.us.
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Preserve our Heritage…Invest in our Future
WilbrAhAM & MonSon AcAdeMy

PROFILES IN PLANNED GIVING

GRANDPARENtS 
GARy AND PEG 
WENDLANDt 
Making the Academy a great 
place for young people like their 
granddaughter Lauren Foley ’17

Supporting education and young people is important to Gary and 
Peg Wendlandt. they have been longtime supporters of WMA; 
Gary served on the WMA Board of trustees from 1993-2000. 

In 2011, they joined our growing list of Heritage Society members by 
adding WMA as a beneficiary of their estate because they wanted to 
ensure that bright children like Lauren will have a great education.  

Wilbraham & Monson Academy has established the Heritage Society to recognize and honor those who have provided for 
the Academy through their wills or other estate-planning vehicles.

MeMber beneFIts
Society members enjoy benefits that include:
•	 Enrollment	listing	with	fellow	members	in	all	

publications and information distributed about the 
Society

•	 A	special	certificate	personalized	with	your	name	
and year of membership and a Heritage Society 
pin

•	 The	Bell	and	Atlas	newsletter	for	Heritage	Society	
members

•	 An	invitation	to	an	annual	dinner	or	breakfast	
hosted by the Head of School

•	 Lifetime	invitations	to	special	events	at	WMA

If you would like to create your legacy at WMA, 
contact Director of Capital & Planned Giving 
Christina Cronin CFRE at ccronin@WMA.us or 413.596.9189. 

Please note that WMA does not provide tax or legal advice. Gift calculations may be provided for illustrative purposes only, and the actual values may vary 
based on the timing and nature of your gift. Advice from legal and tax counsel should be sought when considering a charitable gift plan of any kind.

Lauren and her grandmother on a carousel in Florence, Italy.



 

 

Brothers George and Charles Greenhalgh have been loyal donors 
to the Academy for over 50 years. Their yearly support for the 
Wilbraham & Monson Annual Fund at the Hill Society Level 

has added up over time to thousands of dollars in unrestricted support at 
WMA. For this, we thank them.

“My brother Charles and I loved our time at Wilbraham Academy. It made 
me who I am today. As soon as I was out of the Service and making a good 
living, I knew I had to give back,” says George. “We are proud to support 
such a wonderful school.”

The Greenhalgh family has a long tradition of supporting WMA. George 
and Charles’ grandfather George Greenhalgh (Wesleyan Class of 1884, 
Trustee 1913-1949) once a penniless boy from Ludlow who feared he was 
destined to be a millworker, begged the then headmaster of the Academy to 
let him attend, promising to pay back every cent when he was successful. 
In true Horatio Alger fashion, he became a self-made man and the owner 
of Greenhalgh Mills in Rhode Island. He not only repaid every cent of his 
tuition, he later served on the Wilbraham Academy Board of Trustees, built 
Greenhalgh Gymnasium, renovated Alumni Memorial Chapel, and created 
scholarships for talented children of need. He taught his grandsons the 
importance of giving back when you have the means to do so.

Your gift at any level can have a lasting impact at WMA. Loyal donors are 
critical to the success of the Academy. The Greenhalgh brothers are proof 
that over 50 years, your gifts can really add up to something substantial. 

Consider becoming a sustaining donor to the Annual Fund. Contact Sarah 
Wakelin, Director of Annual Giving, at 413.596.9133 
or at swakelin@WMA.us for more information on how 
to join our growing list of WMA Sustainers.   

2012
The theme of this issue is a 

retrospective summary of the 
progress the Academy has made 

over the past ten years. While much of 
that progress can be measured through 
factual data connected to curriculum 
development, fundraising improvement, 

AP and SAT score increases, facility construction and 
rehabilitation, and generally positive reputational 
improvement, the real progress has occurred in the more 
abstract area of inspiration.

I believe the most important change that has occurred 
in the last ten years is our progress in inspiring our 
students to think and act on a much grander scale than 
they might have imagined doing. I have always believed 
that the purpose of a great school is to inspire the entire 
community to excel. In our classroom buildings, our 
administrative offices, the Academy kitchen, and our 

maintenance shop, there are posters which state, “Expect 
Excellence.” When an entire community focuses on 
developing excellence, the outcome can only be viewed 
as inspiring. 

In the opening article, where I have outlined our plan, 
modeled after the work of Jim Collins in his book 
Good to Great, you will see that we sought a no less 
impressive task than moving the Academy to greatness. 
As a community we have wrestled with our plan and 
continue to do so today. It has been our faculty and staff 
who identified the notion that we should seek a niche 

as The Global School®, where the understanding of 
economic principles and the power of entrepreneurial 
thinking fuels the success of our students.

The Center for Entrepreneurial & Global Studies is a 
one-of-a-kind program designed to be inspirational. 
It guides students through the important study 
of economic systems, with the heart blood of 
America, capitalism, as the undergirding scaffold 
for understanding. When students, American 
and international alike, understand the creative 
entrepreneurial spirit which has fueled American 
success for a century or more, they are inspired 
to think about how they, too, might become a 
significant participant in the great explosion of global 
cooperation, competition, and conflict that has defined 
the early 21st century.

However, a unique program is not the only way to 
create an inspiring environment. By fostering both 
student and faculty talent in many different areas, 
inspiration becomes the norm and not the exception. 
Our plan has been to build, in a judicious manner, 
programs whose outcomes are so glaringly excellent 
that they inspire others to seek admission to the same. 
The dreams we realize by inspiring students to seek 
excellence will result in a growing local, national, and 
global reputation.

I hope you too will be inspired as you read of what 
this community has accomplished in ten short years. 
Now, we must continue our quest for another ten 
years as we seek to be known as one of the best small 
independent schools in our nation.

(PS. This essay was constructed with the help of a 
powerful piece of software called…Inspiration.)

Reflections
by Rodney LaBrecque, Head of School

InspIratIon

Building The Global School®

WIlbraham & monson academy

the World ahead

CelebRatIng 
loyal DonoRS 

CHARLES ’42 
AND GEORGE ’45 

GREENHALGH 

SPRING

At top, brothers Charles Gordon and George.
Above, George and Norma with their son, David ’72, 

at the dedication of the WMA Athletic Center.
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FSC Info

Student travel
ITalY - March 2012
Students travel to Rome, Milan, Florence, and Venice.

Students surveyed some of the most remarkable 
contributions to western art and design from Italian 
culture ranging from the ancient Romans to modern 
designers. 

From Good To GreaT


