
Global Student Leader China Summit: Beijing and Shanghai  
 
Preparing the next generation of global leaders 

Students from the United States and China will gather for two full days at the leadership 
conference in Shanghai to apply their knowledge and discover solutions to issues impacting our 
shared future. Our keynote speakers, including former U.S. Ambassador to China Jon Huntsman, 
Jr., and NPR’s “Planet Money” team of Alex Blumberg and Adam Davidson, will inspire 
students with their vast experience and knowledge of world economies. Students will work with 
partner organizations in expert workshops to explore innovative programs and practices in the 
field and then work collaboratively in student workshops to critically assess current issues and 
propose innovative solutions to effect change in their own communities and around the world. 

Keynote speakers: 

Jon Huntsman, Jr. The twice-elected Governor of Utah and former U.S. Ambassador 
to China from 2009-2011, will bring a policy perspective to our conversation about the 
new global economy. Governor Huntsman will also share his vision on key issues and 
the economic challenges facing America today.  

Adam Davidson Co-founder and co-host of NPR’s “Planet Money,” Davidson also 
writes the weekly "It's the Economy" column for the New York Times Magazine. Prior 
to “Planet Money,” Davidson was the International Business and Economics 
Correspondent for NPR, where he traveled around the world to cover the global 
economy. 

Alex Blumberg Financial journalist and contributing editor for NPR’s “Planet Money,” 
Blumberg also serves as an adjunct professor of journalism at Columbia University as 
well as producer for the public radio program “This American Life.” 

Expert workshops In smaller breakout sessions, students will work with partner organizations 
to explore innovative programs and practices in the field. Workshops will be facilitated by global 
and local partners and focus on practical issues. From social enterprise to employment in the 
global marketplace, these sessions will seek to compare and contrast ideas and practices in the 
field. 

Student workshops These workshops, which put students in the role of designers and 
innovators, are organized to cultivate leadership skills and challenge students to apply their 
learning and experiences in order to build optimistic solutions to real-world problems. In small 
groups, they will collaborate on a challenge with others from across North America and China 
using the design thinking process.   

Innovation village A culminating activity for the Summit, the innovation village is an 
opportunity for all students to communicate and showcase the outcome of the student workshops. 
Teams will receive feedback from peers, partners and experts, and collaboratively reflect on their 
experience. 



 
Trip Itinerary 
 
Day 1            March 8 
Board an overnight flight to Beijing!  
 
Day 2            March 9 
Arrive in Beijing  
Touch down in Beijing!. Meet your bilingual Tour Director who will remain with you throughout 
your stay.  
Overnight in Beijing  
 
Day 3            March 10 
Guided Sightseeing of Beijing  
An expert local guide introduces you to the Chinese capital, a treasure chest of imperial 
monuments. This ancient city first received its modern name when it became the capital for the 
second time in Chinese history in 1402 (“Beijing” means “Northern Capital”). See Tiananmen 
Square (the Gate of Heavenly Peace), the largest public square in the world. Visit the Forbidden 
City (Gugong), accessible only to members of the imperial court until as late as 1949. Get a 
close-up look at the golden-roofed Imperial Palace, one of the world’s greatest architectural 
achievements. Hundreds of thousands of workers labored on the construction of this palatial 
complex during the Ming Dynasty (1403-24). It was renovated during the 18th century (Qing 
Dynasty). Although situated in the heart of Beijing, the Forbidden City is surrounded by both a 
moat and a protective wall. The emperors who once resided here often spent their entire lives 
within the complex.  
 
Visit a Local School  
Learn what school life is like while you spend time with a group of Chinese students. Of course, 
they’ll be curious about American schools, too, so be prepared to answer a lot of questions!  
 
Peking Duck Dinner  
Tonight you will be treated to the sumptuous dish that northern China is famous for: Peking 
duck! During this special feast, learn about the ritual preparation and savory side dishes that 
accompany this regional specialty.  
Overnight in Beijing  
 
Day 4            March 11 
Excursion to the Great Wall of China  
Travel northeast to Mutianyu to view one of the wonders of the world: the Great Wall of China. 
Its construction began in the 5th century B.C. as a defense against the Mongols: 300,000 
people (many of whom are buried in the wall) labored on it over several centuries. Today the 
wall extends across mountains and valleys for more than 3,000 miles, but many argue that it is 
currently only one-tenth of its original length! In fact, if one were to take all  of the stone used in 
the Great Wall’s construction, one could build another wall - 8 feet high - around the entire 
globe.  
 
 
 



Visit a Tea House  
You’ll better understand the importance of tea in Chinese culture when you visit a tea house. 
Not only for refreshment, Chinese tea holds a place in medicine, art and even literature. Inhale 
the earthy aromas and experience the culture and custom surrounding this ancient pastime as 
you are served a traditional tea.  
 
Hutong Tour in a Rickshaw  
Explore the city with a rickshaw ride through the lanes of Old Beijing. Follow the Hutong, which 
were built around the Forbidden City during the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, as you see 
where both the aristocrats and others lived during these ancient times. You will stop at the 
Drum Tower, which was built in 1272 during the Yuan Dynasty and Prince Gong’s Mansion. 
Built in 1777-1787, it was home to one of Emperor Qianlong’s favorite ministers.  
 
Dinner with a Local Chinese Family  
Students will be split into small groups to join local families in the Hutong area for dinner and 
get a glimpse into the daily life of these families.  
Overnight in Beijing  
 
 
Day 5            March 12 
WMA will arrange both day activities and a night reception alongside our Chinese 
students, parents and alumni  
 
Day 6            March 13 
Excursion to 798 Art Zone  
Take an excursion to the Dashanzi Art District, also known as the 798 Art Zone, a unique 
complex of decommissioned military factory buildings which is now home to some of Beijing’s 
leading avant-garde artists. Explore the myriad of galleries, studios, shops, shows and exhibits.  
 
Fly to Shanghai  
Fly to Shanghai, China’s largest and most cosmopolitan city. Shanghai (meaning “on the sea”) 
has been an important port since the Opium War. Recall that it was in Shanghai that China’s 
Communist Party – and later the Cultural Revolution – first originated.  
 
Day 7             March 14 
WMA will arrange both day activities and a night reception alongside our Chinese 
students, parents and alumni  
 
Day 8            March 15 
Visit a Local Business  
Meet back up with your Tour Director and visit a local business, and meet with a staff member 
to discuss their methods.  
 
Visit the World Financial Center  
Today you will visit the second tallest building in the world. It is a mixed use skyscraper which 
consists of offices, hotels, conference rooms, observation decks, and shopping malls on the 
ground floors. The highest view is at 474m (1,555 ft) above ground level. It continues to have 
the tallest observation deck in the world.  



 
Visit an EF English First School  
Meet with local students to discuss the global economy and other topics.  
Overnight in Shanghai  
 
Day 9           March 16 
Guided Sightseeing of Shanghai  
Start getting to know Shanghai with a visit to the Jade Buddha Temple. The extraordinary 
Buddhas are each sculpted from a piece of white jade and were brought from Burma by a 
Chinese monk in the last century. One portrays Buddha experiencing Enlightenment, the other 
his transcendence into Nirvana. Continue on to the glorious Yu Yuan Garden, a showplace of 
classical Chinese landscaping dating back to 1537. As you walk along its winding paths past 
goldfish ponds and pavilions, note that the Chinese consider gardening a complex art form in 
which the challenge is to construct an entire world in miniature using minerals, plants and 
animals in a limited space. Then spend time admiring the crafts and delicacies in the 
interesting shops that line colorful Nanjing Road.  
 
Visit the Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Center  
During your visit to SUPEC you will get to view many exhibitions on the architecture and urban 
planning of Shanghai from traditional to modern. Take some time to reflect and compare urban 
planning in Shanghai to other cities around the world.  
 
Days 10-11          March 17-18 
Attend the Global Student Leadership Summit* 
Students from the United States and China will gather for two full days at the leadership 
conference, where Keynote Speaker Jon Huntsman, Jr. will provide a policy perspective about 
the new global economy and share his vision on the key issues and challenges facing America 
today. Fellow speakers Adam Davidson and Alex Blumberg from NPR’s “Planet Money” will 
also share their expertise and knowledge on the impact of global issues. Through expert-led 
sessions, our partner organizations will help students explore key aspects of our global 
economy, while students will have the chance to share their innovative ideas, work on 
authentic solutions and reflect on their experiences in student-led sessions.  
 
Day 12          March 19 
Transfer to the Airport for Your Return Flight  
Your tour director assists with your transfer to the airport, where you’ll check in for your return 
flight home.  
Itinerary is subject to change  
	  
 


