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News from the Hill
Full House

Assistant Head of School and Director of Admission Brian
Chatterley is excited to report that we opened the year with 362
students from 14 states and 21 countries and territories. There
are 65 students in Blake Middle School and 297 in the upper
school with more boarders than day students for the first time
in many years. At 155, the female population continues to grow,
and both Wallace Blake and Smith are girls’ dorms again this
year. Congratulations to Brian, Mariah Azarovitz, Kate Auger,
Robyn Boyer, Ann Marie LaMontagne, and Gabby Provencal for
all their hard work, and to all the faculty and staff who greet
visiting families and make them feel welcome.

Global School Trademark

You may have noticed the new addition to
Wilbraham & Monson Academy, the phrase
“The Global School” with the symbol ®
at the end. That symbol indicates that the
US government has issued the Academy a registered trademark
as The Global School, which means that we are the only
organization in the United States that can legally use the phrase.
We’ve known all along that our history and our continued
commitment to educating global citizens and leaders makes us
The Global School®, and now everyone else does, too.

Springfield Public Forum
Sponsorship

The Academy is proud to sponsor Rob Gifford’s
lecture at the Springfield Public Forum on
Thursday, November 13. Mr. Gifford will address
the audience on the subject of his book, China
Road, a Journey into the Future of a Rising Power,
based on his 2005 journey along China’s Route
312 from its eastern terminus at Shanghai west
to the border of Kazakhstan, where it ends. Mr. Gifford has
traveled widely in East Asia for NPR, covering elections in
Taiwan and East Timor and diplomatic visits to North Korea,
and he has produced a range of features on everything from
Christian missionaries in Mongolia to Internet start-ups in Hong
Kong. In its 73rd season, the Springfield Public Forum is one of
the longest-running free public lecture series in the country.

Campus Spruce Up

While fields were being graded and sodded and
ditches were being dug all over campus, our
maintenance staff was accomplishing tremendous
interior work, on top of their daily routine. They
applied gallons and gallons of paint to walls,
stairwells, and hallways in Rich, Smith, and
Wallace Blake and in Fisk, Binney, Old Academy,
and Chamberlin. You should see the new lockers
in Mattern! Windows in the Wallace Blake Lobby
and Lak Dining Hall received tinted coating to
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cut glare and reduce energy
consumption. Old Academy
was re-carpeted and the doors
in both Old Academy and
Wallace Blake were cleaned
and refinished. The lobby of
Fisk, right, looks new with
a fresh paint job, refinished
floors, and the installation of
energy-efficient lighting. Over
at Gill Memorial Library, the
windows were removed, releaded, and reinstalled before
school opened. Former faculty member Phil Cardone, lower
left working at Morrow House last spring, oversaw various
plantings on campus, including those at the Athletic Center.
The campus is looking in tip-top shape, inside and out. Stop by
and take a walk around campus before the snow flies.

Congrats!

Congratulations
to the six WMA
students who have
been accepted into
the Springfield
Symphony Youth
Orchestra: Jacob Royal ’13 - viola , Jenny In ’10 - flute,
SeaYoon Park ’11 - oboe, Chien-Hsiang Liao ’10 - violin,
Naruhiko Sugiura ’11 - violin, and Patrick Schmidt ’12 viola, not pictured. These young musicians attend rehearsals on
Sunday evenings and will perform in three concerts as well as
participate onstage at Springfield Symphony Hall as part of the
Springfield Symphony’s grand finale concert.

Student Travel

“I just want to thank you for the opportunity to let me go
on this trip and for having a trip like this offered at the
Academy. It was a trip of a lifetime that I will never forget.”
The goal of the Academy student travel program is not only to
expose students to new places and peoples, but also to push
our students to develop skills necessary to be successful global
citizens. Speaking other languages, meeting with classmates
across the planet, visiting and adapting to new cultures and
environments are all experiences that help our students emerge
as competent global citizens and leaders. Each trip is also
designed to add value to the existing curriculum, giving our
students a deeper understanding of the places, peoples, arts,
and languages they study in the classroom.
During the 2007-2008 school year, over 60 students and 12
faculty members from WMA traveled to the US capital of
Washington, D.C. and five international locales: the Amazon,
Taiwan, Italy, England, and Quebec. Sixty students comprise
roughly 20% of our upper-school population, a number
impressive enough to be recognized by the National Association
of Independent Schools.
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QUEBEC & MONTREAL

AMAZON
In June 2008,
Dean of Studies
Erik Kindblom
and Associate
Head of School
Brian Easler led
a group into the
Amazon River
area of Brazil. Renowned environmentalist and personal friend
of Mr. Easler John Carter hosted the group. They had the rare
opportunity to be a part of the daily life and celebrations of
indigenous tribes in the area, learning about the peoples and
ecology of this quickly vanishing part of the world.
Student Reflections
When a big man, wearing
no clothes, covered in body
paint & feathers, who doesn’t
speak the same language
as you, takes you by the
hand and leads you into a building made of grass and sticks
filled with native women, you realize you’re definitely not in
Wilbraham any more!

TAIWAN
Director of College
Counseling John Boozang
and Director of CEGS and
International Programs
Walter Swanson led a
group of ten to Taiwan
in early June. The group traveled throughout the island, sharing
sights, meals, histories, and conversations with WMA Taiwanese
students and their families.
Student Reflections
Being able to stay in a Taiwanese home was amazing. It was
great to take a step back from my own culture and see how
a family lives on the other side of the planet.

Sometime in their lives, everyone should have two
experiences: to be in the minority and to have to point and
hold up their fingers to order food.

French teachers Mary Bacon and Danica
Messerli accompanied a group to Quebec
City, with a brief stop in Montreal, in
February. In addition to visiting the
historic sites of the former French colony,
students were immersed in the French
language, practicing their skills and
gaining both linguistic fluency and cultural
understanding.
Student Reflections
Four of us were sitting on a bench in the
center of old Quebec City when a woman
came up to us. Speaking in French, she
asked for directions to “La Petit Cochon
Dinge,” a very famous restaurant in Quebec. I understood
what she was saying and directed her to a map nearby. Five
years of French finally paid off!!

ENGLAND
Four students were chosen to attend
Plymouth College in Plymouth, England.
The four students were supported by the
generosity of Mr. Lev Hubbard, a longtime
friend of the Academy. They were the first
group in an exchange that will continue
this year when students and faculty from
Plymouth visit WMA in October and WMA
students pay a return visit to them in the
spring.
Student Reflections
The thing that I loved most about England was the history the
country has to offer. I fell in love with the churches with their
intricate design and the thought that while created hundreds of
years ago, they still stand as immense and daunting as they did
when they were built. I walked through the chapels and streets
and marveled at the fact that great men like Shakespeare and
Henry VIII once walked the exact same path. It gave me new
perspective of my country that I would never have gotten had I
not gone on this trip.

ITALY
Chair of the World Language Department Chris Ayers and Chair
of the Fine & Performing Arts Department Paul Bloomfield
teamed up to lead a trip to Italy, including Rome, Florence,
Pompei, and the Isle of Capri. The students, many of whom
study the classics through language, history, and a new class on
Roman art, were able to experience what formerly had existed
only on paper.
Student Reflections
Florence, the birthplace of the Renaissance and art center
of the world, was beautiful. Seeing works by Michelangelo,
Bernini, and others was amazing. Standing in the domed
cathedral and on the bridge over the Arno River gave me a
real feeling of the history of that place.
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Titans Victorious
Summer Highlights
Russell Dinkins ’09 represented the Academy in two track
meets over the summer, the Milestat.com Elite Gala in
Richmond, Virginia, on June 7, and the USA Junior Nationals
held in Columbus, Ohio, on June 20-22. At the Milestat Gala,
he won the 400m dash in 48.13. 45 minutes later, he ran the
800 and posted a 1:54.43 to secure a seventh-place finish. The
USA Junior National meet is hosted by USATF (United States of
America Track and Field) for eligible athletes 19 years of age or
younger. Although Russell’s times in the 400 and 800 were not
strong enough for him to advance, he did make it to the final
elimination for the U.S. Junior Nationals, and he ran a personal
best in his 800 heat with a time of 1:51.92.
Rob Dalby ’09 & Trevor Moran ’10 played on the West soccer
team in the Bay State Games in July. They had a great time
helping their team win a bronze medal. With Trevor scoring
the only goal, West defeated Coastal in the medal round before
losing to Central 1-0.

Russell Dinkins ’09 approves of the new WMA track.

Stephanie Robbins ’10 below right, was a member of the
Western Massachusetts lacrosse team that took the gold medal
in the Bay State Games. The team won all five of their games,
while Steph scored two goals and had 11 assists.

place in the 200 free style, 200 free style relay, and 200 medley
relay; she placed second in the 100 backstroke and second in
the 50 free style. This year Mia has set her sights on breaking a
few of the Titan swim records while still in middle school.

Austin Little ’12 played on the Field Club of Longmeadow
team that won the USTA Team Tennis Western Massachusetts
14-and-under intermediate title.

Collegiate Coaches

Matt Antonacci ’13 won the 13-and-under division of the 90th
Massachusetts Junior Golf Championship on July 30 at Brae
Burn Country Club in West Newton, Massachusetts.
Mia Konstantakos ’13 below, swam for two teams this
summer – Mei’s Typhoon Swim Club, the US swim team out of
Springfield College, and the Hampden/Wilbraham
Falcons, the local Pioneer Valley swim
team. While swimming for Mei’s, Mia
(one of only 2 middle school students
to qualify to compete in the New
England Prep School Swim Association
championships at Deerfield Academy
last March) participated in many US
meets, one of which was a 3-day
event at MIT in Boston. She also
had multiple first-place finishes
with the Falcons in the 13-14
age group.

Mitch Stone ’92 is an assistant at the University of Rhode
Island, where he is coaching Greg Balicki ’07. After their
defeat of Cushing on September 20, several members of the
Boys’ Varsity Soccer team traveled to Providence to see URI play
Brown University and Sean McGrath ’07.
Julie Duffy ’03 was named head coach of the women’s lacrosse
team at Ohio Wesleyan University in July. She was previously
the assistant women’s lacrosse coach
at Ithaca College. A 2007 graduate
of Hartwick College, Julie played
lacrosse there for four years
and earned a degree in political
science. She completed her
master’s in sport psychology from
Ithaca last summer.

The culmination of the
summer season was the
championship meet at
Tantasqua High School in
Sturbridge. Mia took first
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Collegiate Athletes

Brodeur

Thus far this fall, Jess Bramucci
’05 has scored four soccer goals
for Wheaton College – two against
Saint Joseph’s College of Maine, one
against UMaine-Farmington, and the
game winner against Western New
England College in a 1-0 shutout on
September 17. At that time, her career
totals were 16 goals and 16 assists, and she stands atop the shot
percentage list with .364. The Lyons’ win against St. Joseph’s
tied a school record by extending the team’s regular season
unbeaten streak to 36 games. Wheaton is ranked 10th in the
country and 2nd in New England.
Ben Premo ’05, in white, moved into a
sixth-place tie on the career goal-scoring list
as the Brandeis University men’s soccer team
defeated visiting Colby-Sawyer College, 4-0,
on October 15. At the 17:12 mark, Ben, a
senior forward with Brandeis, put away his
team-high fifth goal of the season and his
33rd career goal with the Judges.
Kyle Cabral ’07 was named Northeast-10 Freshman of the
Week in April for his baseball exploits at Franklin Pierce
College in Rindge, New Hampshire. Kyle hit a combined .333
with four runs, a double, a home run, and eight RBI’s in a week
that saw his team go 4-1. The Ravens, who were Northeast
Region champions for the third year in a row and NE-10
Tournament winners for the second straight year, wrapped up
the season with a 43-15 record overall, 20-10 in the NE-10.

named New England Women’s & Men’s Athletic Conference
Player of the Week for the week of September 15-21.
Josh Bronner ’08 signed a National Letter of Intent in February
to play soccer for the University of New Hampshire Wildcats
this fall. While at WMA, Josh was named as a Western New
England Prep School Soccer Association Class M All-League and
All-Star Selection in 2007.
Roz Chesky ’08 has won her first three singles tennis matches
and first two doubles as a freshman for Wheaton College.
Alan Williams ’08 is a red-shirt freshman on the UMASS
Minuteman football team, where he was a walk-on. Allen ran
for 1,554 yards and 22 touchdowns last fall for the Titans
and was named First Team All-Colonial League and All New
England. Alan’s classmates and fellow All-Colonial selections
Devin Gordon and Mike Simons are also playing at the
collegiate level, Devin at Merrimack College and Mike at Central
Connecticut.

In the Pros
Frank Antonacci ’01, co-owner and trainer of the harness
racer Crazed, saw his horse finish a strong second to
Deweycheatumnhowe in August’s $1.5 million Hambletonian
at Meadowlands Racetrack in Rutherford, New Jersey, harness
racing’s biggest event. The Antonacci stables have produced
a number of Hambletonian winners over the years. In

Playing soccer for Union College, Caitlin O’Donnell ’07,
earned an assist when she lifted a ball over the Rensselaer
defense to teammate Katie McLean, who scored the game
winner to extend the Dutchwomen’s record to 7-1-1 this season.
Emily Vincunas ’08 scored her first career soccer goal at
Wheaton College on an assist from Jessica Bramucci ’05. The
goal, a header that bounced off the ground and slipped under
the crossbar, proved to be the game-winner against Western
Connecticut University, ranked 4th in the nation. Later in
the season, Em also had a goal and an assist against Mount
Holyoke.
Lauren Brodeur ’08 above is off to a great start with the
University of Hartford Hawks soccer team this fall. She gets
the bulk of the playing time in goal, and her saves preserved
a 0-0 double-overtime tie against Central Connecticut and a
3-0 shutout of Fairleigh Dickinson. Lauren helped the Hawks
to a 0-1-1 record at the George Mason Tournament. Allowing
only one goal in 202:34, she was named to the all-tournament
team. Lauren made a career-high 10 saves in an overtime
loss to George Mason and followed that effort with eight
saves—including two in overtime—in a scoreless tie against
Georgetown to secure her third shutout of the season. She was

Frank driving Crazed in his first career win at Meadowlands
Racetrack on June 15, 2008. Photo credit: Lisa Photo, Inc.
September, at the first round of the 2008 Canadian Trotting
Classic Elimination, Crazed upset the previously undefeated
Deweycheatumnhowe. Frank was second leading trainer at the
Lexington Meet, and trained Crazed to his world championship
time. Crazed also set a new track record at Chesterfield in
Philadelphia and was third in the Kentucky Futurity.
He’s looking forward to some big races coming up in November.
Frank graduated from Boston College in 2005, where he
majored in business.
In June, Pat Phelan ’04 was traded from Toronto, which
drafted him tenth in the 2008 Super-Draft, to the New England
Revolution. Pat plays defense and because he grew up in
Enfield, Connecticut, he considers himself to be playing for his
“hometown” team. Read more in Pat’s profile on page 10.
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JOURNEYS
OURNEY
OF SUCCESS
“TO HAVE
AAVE BEGUN IS HALF
THE JOB: BE BOLD AND BE
SENSIBLE.”
HORACE
The third in a series of profiles (faculty
in the Fall 2007 issue and established
alumni in the Spring 2008 issue),
this feature focuses on alumni either
at the beginning of their professional
careers or still cracking the books at
college. In reading their responses
to a brief questionnaire, you’ll see
how interesting our young alumni
are. These young pharmacologists,
economists, professional athletes,
entrepreneurs, and art historians got
their start at Wilbraham & Monson
Academy, and they’re proud of it, just
as we are proud to claim them as sons
and daughters of the Academy, their
alma mater.

ALEXANDER DEBELOV ’06

A

member of the Class of 2010 at Babson
College, Alexander Debelov is studying
entrepreneurship and strategic management.
He is also Chief Executive Officer of Crelligence
Media LLC, a company with offices in Boston,
Massachusetts, which currently has four full-time and
eight part-time employees. (See sidebar.)
A Russian citizen, Alex credits the Academy for
setting him on the career path he has chosen. “WMA
introduced me to many areas of life: sciences,
languages, arts, sports, and the business world.
After taking a couple of classes through the Center
for Entrepreneurial & Global Studies, I knew that
one day I wanted to start my own business. I chose
to apply to Babson College because it has been
ranked #1 in entrepreneurship by U.S. News & World
Report ever since the ranking was created. It was
the business exposure that I received at WMA that
prompted me to choose Babson.
“The moment I stepped on the Babson campus I
was able to click with many international students
because of the international atmosphere at WMA.
While at the Academy I became friends with students
from around the world and learned how to say
phrases in more than 10 different languages. That
has helped me to make friends in college. Also, due
to the challenging academic curriculum that the
Academy offers, I was more than prepared for my
freshman year at Babson.
“My fondest memory at the Academy must be Mr.
Charlie D’Avanzo’s physics class. One day, in order to
demonstrate one of the laws of physics, Mr. D’Avanzo
literally ran into the wall, hurting himself in the
process. Although it was painful for him, I believe
this incident sticks in my mind because it is the type
of enthusiasm and excitement teachers express when
they teach at Wilbraham & Monson Academy.”
In five years, Alex wants to take his company public
and be acquired. Eventually, he expects to run a
venture capital company focused on technology
investments in developing countries like Russia,
China, India, and Brazil.

WMA 6 · FALL 2008 · THE ACADEMY WORLD

Crelligence Media LLC
16th Floor Two International Place, Boston, MA

I

started Crelligence Media LLC
in the beginning of the summer
with my close friend, Alexey
Ossikine. The idea developed in my
mind for about a month, but I got
really excited about implementing
it after I participated in Harvard
Business School’s Entrepreneurship
Idol and received a lot of positive
feedback from judges, who were venture capitalists and “angels”. The
business is still in its very early stages and we are not planning on
making any revenue for another two months.

“The moment I stepped
on the Babson campus I
was able to click with
many international
students because of
the international
atmosphere
at WMA. ”
Alexander Debelov ’06

Crelligence Media LLC helps Fortune 1000 companies, film studios,
and non-profit organizations reach and interact with Generation Y
through social media outlets.
Through its first platform, CrellTube.com (the demo site is currently
up), Crelligence Media will allow companies to have filmmakers
create viral videos for them, distribute the videos to over 50
video-sharing Web sites and track the reach, engagement, and
demographics of each viewer. Companies will only pay when videos
are viewed and profits will be shared between filmmakers and
CrellTube.
Since its inception on June 16, 2008, the company has made a lot
of progress. We have created a demo site; we were featured in the
Boston Herald; we recruited 9 people to join our team; we rented
an office at Two International Place in Boston; and we developed
a beta version of our product. We have initially outsourced our
product development, however we are currently in the process of
establishing our own development team.
Alexander Debelov

Alexander
Debelov in his
office at
Crelligence.
The Academy World · Fall 2008 · WMA 7

Elizabeth J. Petcu ’04

“I

n five years I hope to be towards the end
of my Ph.D. program, looking forward to
employment as a professor. Ideally I’d also
be a guest-curator of museum exhibitions within my
specialty and a consultant on the restoration of Baroqueera buildings in Germany, Austria, and the Czech
Republic,” says Elizabeth Petcu.
Having graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in May 2008
from Mount Holyoke College, Elizabeth has entered the
Ph.D. program in the Department of Art & Archaeology
at Princeton University, specializing in central European
Baroque architecture.
She explains her choice of Mount Holyoke College
in this way, “After enjoying the small, discussionbased classes at WMA, it was important to me to have an
undergraduate experience that would include a similar
classroom setting. Mount Holyoke certainly provided this.
In addition, the Academy’s studio art department’s focus on
critique and its tendency to encourage curiosity in the history
of art each informed my initial steps towards a career as an art
historian. I’d never heard of Caravaggio until I saw an article
my advisor and art teacher Mr. Steven Lee-Davis had posted
on him!”
About her experience at WMA, Elizabeth remembers, “Some
of the best times I had at the Academy were the late-night
study sessions and writing center shifts I did with various
friends in the loft of the library. Whether the conversation was
intellectual or literally sophomoric, the sense of camaraderie
we shared was truly unique.

Elizabeth spoke with WMA Grade 6 students on their field trip to the
Mt. Holyoke College Art Museum in May, telling them how her time
at WMA prepared her for Mt. Holyoke.

Symin J. W. Charpentier ’07

S

ymin Charpentier is a member of the Class of 2013
at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences in the Pharm.D. program. He credits the
Academy with easing his transition to college in both academic
and social areas. “The comparative flexibility of schedules at

“Teachers at WMA showed me how to listen and read critically,
how to analyze the mechanics of complex arguments; they
gave me the tools necessary to becoming an articulate and
well-reasoned individual. These skills were tremendously
useful when I went to write my first college papers, and
they allowed me to communicate more meaningfully in my
seminars. After college and outside academia, this training has
continued to be quite empowering.”
She is very appreciative of the educational benefits she
received at the Academy, and notes, “WMA’s new emphasis
on international engagement and the growing strength of its
language curriculum is truly exciting. Because proficiency in
multiple languages is required of professionals in my field, I
wish I had had the opportunity to take additional languages
before college and to participate in the international trips the
Academy now regularly sponsors.” Elizabeth keeps up on
Academy life through her brother Alex, a member of the Class
of 2009.

WMA 8 · Fall 2008 · The Academy World

Joy at her
graduation from
Babson College.

WMA enabled me to sample
various knowledge areas,
helping me to confirm my
decision to pursue the health
sciences. What was great about
this experience was that we
as students were much more
personally accountable for
our actions minute-to-minute
than I think other high school
students are, preparing us well for independence in college
and otherwise.
“My time at WMA definitely helped cement my choices
about where I want to be going, as well as giving me a better
understanding of the environment from which I came. If I
could do WMA again, I think I would make better use of the
CEGS program.”
In five years, Symin plans to be enrolled in a MPH program
in clinical epidemiology or biostatistics, as well as having
completed pharmacy board exams and thus be a Registered
Pharmacist.

Saranya Joy Lertsumitkul ’04

J

oy Lertsumitkul graduated with a bachelor’s degree from
Babson College in 2008, concentrating in entrepreneurship
and information technology management. She is presently
at Boston College, scheduled to receive her M.S. in business
administration in December 2008.
About her choice of college, she says, “WMA played the biggest
role in my college decision, especially during my senior year.
The CEGS program provided the guidelines for my ideas of
business schools. Babson was my first choice and Ms. Donohue
reinforced my decision when she took the ladies in the CEGS
program to the business women’s conference there. CEGS
courses at WMA prepared me well to adjust to the ‘World of
Business’ at Babson.”
About her time at the Academy, Joy recalls, “My fondest
memory of WMA is the memory of the community as a whole.

“CEGS courses at
WMA prepared
me well to adjust
to the 'World
of Business' at
Babson.”

All the dorm parents and
teachers were very nice and
provided a warm welcome to
an international student like
me. I always felt like I was at
home when I was with my
beloved teacher, Mrs. Kelly.
I was very happy to see “The
Jane McNamara Kelly Center
for Strength & Endurance”
in the Athletic Center during
Joy Lertsumitkul '04
my last WMA visit. Mrs.
Kelly was my advisor, my
coach on the swim team,
and my chemistry teacher. She has been my heroine ever since,
and she will remain in my heart, always.”
Joy regrets that she did not have more opportunity to take
advantage of the CEGS curriculum. “The CEGS program was
first established during my senior year at WMA. If I were a
freshman in WMA today, I would plan to take every class
offered by CEGS. The other thing I would change would be to
put in much more effort in taking AP exams; having AP credits
in college is the best!”
Joy has always known that she would eventually join her
family’s jewelry business in Bangkok. After she earns her
master’s, she is planning to take classes from the Gemological
Institute of America to gain some knowledge about diamonds,
other gems, and jewelry, which will be useful when she does
return to Thailand. She also plans to acquire some work
experience with other companies prior to that time.
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Patrick Phelan ’04

P

atrick Phelan
graduated from Wake
Forest in 2008 with
a degree in political science.
While at WMA, he was an
NSCAA/adidas All-American
and Gatorade National
Player of the Year in 2003.
Patrick Phelan ’04
An NSCAA/adidas NCAA
Men’s Division I First Team
All-American at Wake Forest, his team won the 2007 NCAA
Division I National Soccer Championship.

“ I learned to
trust myself and
to have faith
in my abilities.”

Pat went to Toronto, the 10th pick in the first round of the
MLS Super Draft in January, but before playing a game for the
Reds, he was traded to the New England Revolution, which,
as a Connecticut native, he considers his “hometown team”.
About his experience at the Academy, Pat says, “I think that
living at WMA gave me the confidence to attend college far
away from home, to choose a profession where I would be
constantly traveling, and to be away from my family for long
periods of time. I learned to trust myself and to have faith in
my abilities. I only wish I had had the opportunity to attend
WMA for more than one year. My fondest memory is walking
up on stage to receive the Head of School Award and my
diploma at Commencement.”
In five years, Pat wants to be playing soccer (football, that is)
in Europe.

Marisa Barone ’04

M

arisa Barone
is currently
working
in the pharmacy at
Holyoke Hospital and
preparing to become a
nurse anesthesiologist.
In May 2008, she
graduated from Mount
Holyoke College
with a B.S., having
pursued a double
major in biology
and anthropology.
This winter, she’ll
be coaching the
Marisa played basketball for four
Titan Girls’ Varsity
years at Mount Holyoke.
Basketball team.

Marisa says, “I chose Mount Holyoke because I knew after
being at the Academy I wanted to continue to attend a small
school and have more one-on-one time with my teachers. At
the Academy, I was able to build strong relationships with my
teachers and receive extra attention academically. I knew that
because Mount Holyoke was a smaller college, I would get
that attention and help.
“I absolutely loved my four years at the Academy. I would not
change anything about that experience. My favorite memories
are anything to do with the basketball team, my friends,
and just sitting outside in the spring enjoying the beautiful
campus,” she recalls. After an outstanding basketball career
at WMA, scoring her 1000th point in her senior year, Marisa
went on to be a four-year starter at MHC.
She feels strongly that the Academy helped prepare her for
college both academically and socially. The transition from
high school to college was relatively easy because there
was not a huge increase in the workload. In addition, the
Academy’s diversity enabled her to be more open to new
people and new experiences in an equally diverse college
setting.
“In five years,” Marisa says, “I hope to be a Certified Nurse
Anesthesiologist working in one of the many hospitals in
Boston."
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Eugene Miculet ’06

E

ugene Miculet is a junior at Clark University, working
on a double major in economics and management.
This academic year, he is studying abroad at the
London School of Economics and Political Science thanks
to a scholarship from
Clark. He will be keeping
a blog this year, so if you’d
like to keep up with his
adventures, check in at
http://miculet.blogspot.com/
from time to time. Eugene,
a native of Moldova, was the
first international student
to receive a Bicentennial
Scholarship to the Academy.
About the college selection
process, Eugene says, “WMA
played a crucial part in my
choice of college for which
I remain endlessly grateful.
My economics teacher,
my academic advisor, the
college counselor, even
Head of School Rodney
LaBrecque, a Clark alumnus,
played an important
role in the process. Their
advice and guidance were
invaluable. For instance, the
College Counseling Office
of the school guided me
throughout the entire college process, from choosing which
colleges to apply to, thoroughly preparing the applications
(essays, recommendations and school records among
many others) and then, making the final choice when the
decision letters had arrived. There is no doubt that the vast
resources available through College Counseling including
books, seminars and preparation courses, organized college
visits, and the College Counselors themselves are among the
greatest assets of Wilbraham & Monson.”
He remembers life as a boarder with fondness, “My
experience as a residential student at WMA made the
transition to college significantly easier. First, being away
from my mother for an extended period of time was a
challenge. Suddenly, I found myself doing my laundry,
ironing, cleaning my room and managing my finances totally
on my own. Second, for the first time in my life, I had a
roommate – an intelligent student from Thailand, with
whom I am still very good friends (Hi Po!). Although these
experiences seemed challenging at the beginning, I was

pleasantly surprised to receive strong support from my peer
advisors and dorm parents. Needless to say, this experience
made my transition to college a lot easier compared to that
of other fellow students.
“The best memory I have of the Academy goes back to
the electoral speech I made when I ran for the position

of international student
representative on the
Student Senate. Giving the
speech in the chapel was my
first time speaking in front
of an audience of more than
300 students and staff. And
to this moment, I remember
the emotions and spirit of
that special day.”

“...the College
Counselors
themselves
are among the
greatest assets
of Wilbraham &
Monson.”

In five years, Eugene sees
himself having received
Eugene Miculet ’06
an MBA from a leading
university in the United
States. He plans on working in the financial and banking
sector and hopes to establish a fund to help his home
country of Moldova overcome the difficulties of the
transition to a market economy and to sponsor social
prosperity.
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Caitlin Flynn ’06

C

aitlin Flynn is a member of the Class of
2010 at the University of Notre Dame,
majoring in accountancy and mathematics.
She sees her experience at the Academy as solid
preparation for life at Notre Dame. She comments,
“From a young age I knew I wanted to go to
Notre Dame, but WMA really helped me solidify
that decision. WMA gave me the strong academic
background I needed to be able to handle the rigor
of life at Notre Dame, a top-20 university."
She continues, “My extracurricular participation
at WMA also carried over to college. I’m heavily
involved in many organizations across campus,
from being treasurer of my dorm to service chair of
Notre Dame’s chapter of Beta Alpha Psi, a national
honors accounting organization. Being exposed
to CEGS classes before starting out as a freshman
business major at Notre Dame helped me to decide
that business was my career choice. Although I
switched from finance to accounting, having that
little bit of background in the subject, knowing that
the business world was only growing, led me to the
career path that I am on today.
“I wouldn’t change anything about my WMA
experience, just appreciate it more while I was there.
I miss the close-knit community and the beautiful
campus, another reason why I chose to attend Notre
Dame. WMA and Notre Dame are similar in that
regard – both schools have great traditions, but are
also willing to carve out new ones as the years go by.
I do miss walking up and down the hill in the fall
with my friends after a full day of classes. Although
Notre Dame has a beautiful campus, you can’t beat
the colors of a New England fall in such a classic
setting.”

Caitlin with Jeremy Korytoski ’06 on the Notre Dame campus. Go Irish!

After six years as a day student, Caitlin was a prefect her
senior year, a position that definitely helped her transition
to college life. “Living on campus my senior year at WMA,
experiencing life as a boarding student, and taking on the role
of prefect was probably one of the best decisions I have made.
It most certainly helped me transition from going to school
three miles from home and knowing all of my classmates to
having to travel over 800 miles across the country to school
in South Bend, Indiana, and not knowing a soul. It made me
realize that the best way to meet new people and form new
friendships is to get involved in dorm life and organizations
around campus as early as possible.

“What’s great about Notre Dame is that most students stay on
campus and live in the same dorm all four years, so having the
experience of living in a dorm at WMA with so many different
girls with diverse backgrounds and personalities translated
directly to dorm life in college - just add another 175 girls to
the mix."
In response to the question “Where do you see yourself in five
years?” Caitlin responds, “I hope to be happy and successful in
an accounting firm in Boston, working hard but enjoying life
in such a great city.”
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“WMA taught me
how to interact
and work
with people
in an academic
community.”
Joshua Binney ’07

Josh Binney
speaking at
Reunion 2007.

Joshua Binney ’07

J

oshua Binney is a member of the Wake Forest University
Class of 2011, working towards a BA in economics, history,
and political science. One of the first Bicentennial
Scholars, Josh used his years at the Academy to engage
students and faculty alike in lively discourse. An excellent
Academy representative, Josh consistently volunteered to give
tours and interviews, and he spoke at the Reunion “Moment of
Remembrance” in 2006 and 2007.
In five years, Josh would like to be enrolled in a graduate
business program somewhere in New England with his eyes
set on a career in finance or economics, though, he says, “a
shot at law or politics hasn’t escaped my mind.” Like most
college students, he’s letting his time at Wake Forest guide
him, just as Wilbraham & Monson did.
Josh says, “Life at Wilbraham & Monson helped prepare me
for college by introducing me to the life I would have to live
and the responsibilities with which I would be presented.
When I arrived at Wake Forest, I felt comfortable almost
immediately because I had already been exposed to life in
an academic community. The transition to college would
have been much more difficult if I had gone to a school that
emphasized only grades and did not try to mold the social,
athletic, and academic facets of a student’s character.
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“I enjoyed every minute I spent at Wilbraham & Monson,
but a great deal of that time was spent trying to meet a rigid
set of requirements and rules that seemed at times to be
unnecessary. If I had been asked at the time what I wanted to
change about life at WMA, it would have been the endless list
of things I had to do or could not do. Now that I’m gone, I
realize that this is precisely how the world works.
“One of the most important things that Wilbraham & Monson
taught me was how to interact and work with people in an
academic community. Rather than coming to school, doing
my work, going home, and then living my life, I had to
live my WMA experience. Just like in college, life at WMA
requires that you improve your social and academic skills,
meeting with friends in and out of the classroom to have fun
and further your academic goals. College isn’t a grade, it’s an
experience; Wilbraham & Monson is no different.”
Josh recalls, “My fondest memory of Wilbraham & Monson
is the time I spent at school with my friends - the bonding
experience facilitated by the Academy that would not have
been available at a public school. There was almost never a
night when I wasn’t at school, in the presence of friends and
teachers.”
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Hubbard Grants
Jeannette and Lucia enjoy canoeing at the
ranch at left. Below, Donna, Jeannette ’11 and
Jack ’13 take time off from horseback riding.
Don’t forget it’s winter in Argentina in August.
approximately 14,000 square kilometers of
thousands of islands, river inlets, and canals
with an abundance of wildlife and vegetation.

G
lobal Friendship
By Donna Viens, mathematics teacher

O

ur visit to Buenos Aires, Argentina, really started
four years ago in Bergen, Norway. Jeannette ’11
attended a four-week Children’s International
Summer Village camp there. During her stay, she became
best friends with Lucia Villanueva from Buenos Aires.
When Jeannette, Jack ’13, and I had the opportunity to
travel thanks to the Hubbard Family Grant, we wanted to
go someplace new but where we had a connection. The
obvious choice to Jeannette was Buenos Aires, a busy city
with a population of more than 3 million, a city of old and
new, rich and poor.
We were very fortunate during our trip that Lucia’s family
provided us with many wonderful opportunities. One
highlight was the weekend trip to the “estancia”, a working
ranch 200 kilometers south of Buenos Aires owned by three
sisters. The geography of the ranch reminded me of Texas,
dry and flat for miles. On the ranch there were 7000 head
of cattle, 180 bulls, and numerous horses, some for riding,
others destined to be polo ponies. Much of the protein
consumed by the families working the ranch is raised on
the ranch. For example, the lamb we had for lunch was
butchered in the morning and roasted over a barbeque pit.
Buenos Aires also has one of the largest deltas in the world.
Approximately 15 minutes out of the city lies
the Tigre Delta,
formed by the
confluence of the
Parana and
Uruguay
Rivers,

The economy of the Buenos Aires region,
largely based on the service industry, still
is in a recovery mode from its economic
meltdown in the early 2000s. Its three million
inhabitants live in several barrios, the best-known being
Puerto Madero, Recoleta, Palermo, and La Boca. Recoleta is
home to the famous cemetery where Eva Peron is buried.
La Boca is the poorest barrio, known for its colorful
apartment buildings and famous La Boca Juniors soccer
team. There is a huge gap between the poor and middle
class. On the outskirts of the city are shanties, while many
middle class families live in gated communities and can
afford private schools and domestic help.
The true highlight of the visit was spending time with our
friends and watching the children interact. We watched
the opening ceremonies of the Olympics together and of
course watched many soccer games. The television stations
down there did show a lot of Michael Phelps’s swimming
competitions and an occasional volleyball game, but the
perspective was distinctly different.
Many thanks to Lev and Catee Hubbard, who, through
their generosity, have enabled our family to strengthen the
ties of friendship with a family in Argentina.

G
oing Home
by Brian P. Lautenschleger, Spanish teacher

I

n February1998, when I received the phone call from
Peace Corps headquarters in Washington D.C. offering
me a two-year position as a community development
advisor in the small, sub-Saharan country known as the
“Kingdom in the Sky” – Lesotho, I quickly Googled the
country name to see what I would be getting into. The next
day I called to accept the position, and that May I was off
to Africa for my two years of service.
In the years since returning to the US, I had come to
realize how far I was from Lesotho, both in distance and
in time. But through their generosity, Lev Hubbard and his
wife Catee made it possible for me to return to the place
where I left a piece of my heart 10 years ago. This time
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Hubbard Grants
Lesotho in the evening is not easy, but after
two hours in line, we were in.

though, I took more than
just my backpack. I was
fortunate enough to take my father and show him firsthand why Lesotho and the Basotho people mean so much
to me. Unlike that of South Africa, the Basotho culture has
remained uncorrupted, and the people are unbelievably
open and hospitable. They have a generosity of spirit that
you just don’t find these days.
On July 1, my father and I boarded a KLM 747, stopping
in Amsterdam, Holland, for a few days before we headed
south on a flight to Johannesburg, South Africa, which
some consider the most dangerous city in the world. I
could sense my father was a bit nervous so after one night
at a tiny back-packers’ hostel close to the airport, we left
the ‘big city’ in our little Toyota Yaris rental car for Lesotho.
Due to the large number of Basotho people returning from
work in South Africa, crossing the Maseru border into

Maseru is the capital of Lesotho, and it has
the infrastructure of any modern city. So my
father did not fully realize that we were in
Africa until we left the city on a little dirt road
heading into the mountains. We were off to
the village of Malealea, where an old friend lives.
On our way, we were able to visit the village where I
lived as a volunteer. I was very excited to see the village
chief and old friends and to hear how things were going for
each of them. We drove through the snow-covered Maloti
Mountains, arriving at Malealea Lodge after six hours.
Once we arrived and settled into our mud and dung hut,
pictured above, without water or electricity, I looked at
my father and I could tell instantly he was in love with the
place, and he understood why I missed the Spartan life-style.
During our stay we were able to walk through area villages
as if we were locals. Very quickly my Sesotho came back
to me, and I was able to communicate with whomever we
passed. Reconnecting with my friend in Malealea was one
of the highlights of the trip. It was as if we had just been
together the day before, and were picking up an interrupted
conversation.
Without the assistance of Lev & Catee Hubbard through
their contributions to the Academy to make faculty travel
possible, I don’t know when I would have been able to
return to Lesotho.
Above, Brian in front of the PC logo at the
Peace Corps Lesotho Headquarters.
Below, Brian with Me Eunica (left), a friend and
caretaker of the Peace Corps Transit House in
Maseru, Lesotho, and Me Pelesa, a Peace Corps
colleague and friend who is now the director of
Skill-Share, Lesotho.
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Congratulations
to all the prize
recipients, pictured
right.
Class Speaker Dennis
Conway, below right,
reminded the Class of
2008, “We’ll all have
memories that will
last a lifetime. Such
memory making takes
time. I’ve calculated
exactly how much
time. Most of us have been here for 36 months of our lives.
That translates to 108 weeks, or 756 days, or 18,144 hours, or
1,088,640 minutes of our lives at the Academy. Of that total we
went to approximately 5,040 hours in classes (some interesting,
some not), 3,024 hours of eating, 1,728 hours in activities or
sports, and slightly more than 1,728 hours of actual studying
or work.”

PRIZE DAY 2008
Cum Laude Society

Class of 2008
Marc R. Bourgeois
Ian C. Carlin
Sierra R. Fuller
Brigid M. Jurgens
Hailey Robbins
Joseph T. Salomone
Erin A. Simons
Margaret C. Williams
Yoon Jeong Jackie Yang
Class of 2009
Patrick T. Agahigian

Sarah E. Lyon

SPECIAL PRIZES
Phil Shaw Awards – Rosalyn C. Chesky and Joseph T. Salomone
Alumni Prize – Patrick T. Agahigian
Trustee Prize – Jermaine U. Boswell
Kyle E. Webb Award – Russell Dinkins
Class of 1977 Humanitarian Award – Hannah K. Tanguay

Class of 2008 stones are destined
for the Senior Wall in front of Rich
Hall that incorporates new lighting.

John L. Nepomuceno Prize – Sarah E. Lyon
Davison Prize – Kayla A. Peloquin

2008
P
D &C
RIZE

AY

For a complete list of the awards presented on Prize Day, see WMAcademy.org/
2008prizes. · For a complete list of colleges the members of the Class of 2008 are
attending, see WMAcademy.org/2008colleges. ·To read the addresses given at Prize
Day and Commencement in their entirety, go to WMAcademy.org/2008addresses.

OMMENCEMENT
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The Class of 2008 crosses the Rubicon to lay their stones in front of Rich Hall.

Board Chair Scott B. Jacobs ’75 and Head of School Rodney LaBrecque
with Commencement speaker Ambassador Mark G. Hambley.

From top: Outgoing Student Senate
President Steven Marcus ’10 hands the
gavel to incoming president Chris Hong ’09.
Frank Chapin Cushman Memorial Award
recipient Marc R. Bourgeois and Cora
Pease Chandler Award recipient Ian C.
Carlin with their stones.

Dean of Faculty Don Kelly presents the
Markell and Monson Class of 1898 Award/
Owen David Dow Memorial Award to
Yoon Jeong Jackie Yang.

Rodney LaBrecque, above, holds a glass jar presented to him by Kee
Yeung, the final member of the Class of 2008 to receive his diploma. The
jar is meant to hold the marbles that Kee, and every other member of the
class, slipped into the Head’s hand as they received his congratulations on
their Commencement. Thank heavens, Mr. LaBrecque has recovered all his
marbles.
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Prize Day speaker Fred Watts.

W

ilbraham & Monson
Academy flung open
its doors June 6-9 for
Reunion 2008 and hosted what
has been called by many “The Best
Reunion Ever!”
From golf, nature walks, and
alumni athletics to fantastic food
and drink, lively crowds enjoyed
it all. The still-new Athletic
Center was the hub of activity
all weekend as Alumni reunited
with classmates, faculty, and their
school. There was great class
representation by the Wilbraham
and Monson Classes of 1958 as
they toasted their 50th Reunion.
The classes of 1978 and 1983 also
showed their camaraderie and
school spirit by returning in large
numbers and providing a lot of
great moments for all present to
remember.
There was palpable excitement
about all the changes on campus
and the plans for WMA. Head
of School Rodney LaBrecque
addressed a keenly interested
group in his talk on the Academy’s
future direction. The Golden Circle
Breakfast saw guests fill Morrow
House for an “insiders” talk with
Rodney.

AWARDS

Above, Edward Sack ’47W, center, receives a special
Alumni Service to the Academy Award for faithful
service as a Trustee and liaison to the Alumni &
Development Office from 2000-2008. Head of
School Rodney LaBrecque, left, thanked Ed’s wife,
Gloria, for giving Ed up during his many hours of
service to WMA.
Upper left, Scotty McCallum ’43W and his son
Chris.
Three photos at right: Director of Alumni &
Development Don Nicholson ’79 presents awards.
Top, William Lane Jr. ’83 receives the annual award
for “Furthest Traveled”. Bill made the trip from
Moscow to be with his classmates for their 25th
Reunion. Middle, Gordon Clark ’38W takes home
the “Most Seasoned” Alumnus at Reunion 2009.
Gordie has been most faithful and supportive in the
70 years since his graduation from the Academy.
Lower, Edward Shore Jr. ’48W, receives the annual
award for Service to the Academy. Over the last 60
years, Ted has kept his class together and has been
a great supporter of WMA.
At bottom right, Brett Zalkan ’83, left, made the
trek from Seattle to celebrate his 25th Reunion.
Brett accepted a Service to the Academy Award
from Alumni Director Glenn LaChapelle for
his many efforts in support of WMA. Brett was
instrumental in securing numerous software
products for student use in his time at Microsoft
Corporation, and he continues to find ways to give
back, both personally and professionally.
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Class of 1958: Front, Dick Bruno, Richard Olney, Mark Furcolo, Pete Schneider, John Marsh, Skip Sceery, Lee Sirois, Larry
Lentchner, Bob Waller. Back, Don Carvey, Michael Ashe, Al Phillips, Al Cardi, Doug Mulcahy, Peter Manchester.

Class of 1978: Gary Beauchamp, Cherylann Henry, Sanjar Azar, Charlie Posnick, Francine Ryan, Tim McBride, Jenny Gleason,
Mont Stong, Crary Brownell, Tony Mangiacotti, Cindy St. George.

Class of 1968: Front, Garrett Clifford, Gunnar Edelstein, Brian Greene, Rob Humberston, Tim
McEvoy, Rich Bunce, Bill Griffin. Back: Jeff Berselli, Dave Hoxeng, Sandy Bayless, Tom Gravelin.

C

ongratulations to the
anniversary classes for a
great turnout! It’s not too
early for the 4s and 9s to begin
planning for Reunion 2009.
Give the Alumni Office a call or
send an e-mail to get the ball
rolling and make your Reunion
as fun filled as this year’s.

Class of 1983: Brett Zalkan, Doug Herbert, Bill Lane, John Moylan, Chip Filiault,
Jerilyn Jacobs Paulino, Ed Thorn, Chrissie Pilch, Marie Christo, Sean Morgan,
Eric Anderson.
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CLASSES

Clockwise from top left: Chip Filiault ’83 gets a friendly “sandwiching” between
classmates Chrissie Pilch and Marie Christo. Men’s Soccer team. The action was
fierce in the Coaches’ Cup Lacrosse game despite high temperatures. Trustee and
alumnus Don Stuart ’73, center, is flanked by wife Sue, left, and Laurie Blair Ernst
’73. Nicole Grenier ’09 looks for a passing lane in the Women’s Alumni Challenge
Lacrosse game. Women’s Soccer team. For a complete list of team members, see
WMAcademy.org/Reunionteams.

R

eunion 2008 was filled
with group activity – the
’58s at Morrow House,
’73s at classmate and faculty
member Tim Harrington’s house,
’78s in the Dooley Room of
Blake Middle School, ’83s in the
Heritage Courtyard with their
former advisor, faculty member
Gary Cook. Smiling faces and
laughter were in abundance as
graduates caught up with each
other and WMA. Current Titans
teamed up with past athletes
on the sun-scorched Corbin
Fields while golfers teed it up at
Wilbraham Country Club.

FUN&GAMES

Below, the Class of 1973 and friends were hosted a little further down Main
Street in Wilbraham by faculty member Tim Harrington ’73. Front row from
left, Laurie Blair Ernst, Trustee Don Stuart, Diane Jensen-Olszewski, Tim
Clarke, Dan Kunhardt. Back row from left, Sue Stuart, James Olszewski,
Paul Lucas, Tim Doyle, Tim Harrington and daughter Clara Harrington,
Rob Kneeland and wife Irene Corzak, former faculty member Fred Watts,
faculty member Joe Mazeika, James Downey, Tim Gallagher, Patti Mazeika,
John Ernst, Ted Sarant, Barry Christman, and Bruce Albert.
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Clockwise, from top left, faculty member Steve
Gray ’70 stands with a portrait of his late
mother and longtime faculty member Coralie
Gray. Shirley LaBrecque, left, wife of Head of
School Rodney LaBrecque, chats with Barbara
Sirois, center, wife of Dr. Lee Sirois ’58W, and
Sheila Marsh, wife of John Marsh ’58W. Lee
visits with other guests in the background.
The Class of 2003 was well represented at
their five-year Reunion. From left, Katelyn
Denby, Jessica Fenner, Kevin Juengst, Nabeel
Hazratji, and Michael Palumbo. Jerilyn Jacobs
Paolino ’83, left, with faculty member and
alumnus Joe Mazeika ’73 and his wife Patti.
A group of Reunion guests reminisces
while relaxing on campus in June.
Celebrating their 60th Reunion at
Morrow House are, from left to right,
Marquerite Irwin, Evelyn Shore, Eddie
Shore Jr. ’48W, Bob Putnam ’48W,
Jane Putnam, and Dr.Hampton Irwin
’48W. A quartet from the Wilbraham
Academy Class of 1953, from left to
right, Bob Faulkner, Paul Cronin, Paul
Kingsbury, and Carl Mitchell.

2DTMHNM 

T

he annual Reunion Walk &
“Moment of Reflection” took
on special significance in
June, as Alumni and Friends were
able to bid a special farewell to
longtime faculty member Coralie
Gray, who served the Academy
for over 40 years. Coralie’s son,
faculty member Steve Gray ’70W,
was on hand to celebrate her life
and service to WMA in a ceremony
held in the Heritage Courtyard.
Attendees were also able to
remember friends and classmates
who have passed on.
Whether it was reflecting on a life
lived or a reliving an experience
shared, Reunion 2008 served as a
time and place to come together
and reflect, as well as look forward
to the future of WMA. From class
celebrations to Head of School
LaBrecque’s glimpses into the
future, there was ample room for
both. For those who made the trip,
the rewards were more memories
and renewed connections, and we
hope to see those who couldn’t
join us soon!

Copy block here.
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REMEMBRANCE

West Coast

DEVELOPMENT
TRAVEL

In mid-April, Head of School Rodney LaBrecque and
Director of Alumni & Development Don Nicholson ’79
traveled to the West Coast, visiting Alumni and Friends in
Colorado, Arizona, and California. Dinners were held in
Scottsdale, Arizona, and Los Angeles, which Trustees Jim
LaCrosse and Lenita McCallum Witherspoon attended.
Here, Dr. Jamieson Kennedy ’51W with Rodney in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

Florida

Top left Joe Tebo ’54W and Rodney in LaJolla, California. Top right,
Andrew Jessup AP, and Don in Palm Springs, California. Above, left
to right: Ted Osmond ’79, Trustee Jim Lacrosse ’50W, Ed Conway
’77, Rodney, and WMA Friends Catee & Lev Hubbard in Scottsdale,
Arizona.

Below, Al Cardi ’58, Mike Clarke ’58, & Laura Craven ’04.
Middle, Sir Olaf Halvorssen ’61W.

On March 13, a luncheon
for Alumni & Friends
was held at the beautiful
Hyatt Regency Coconut
Point Resort and Spa in
Bonita Springs, Florida.

Doug Bournique ‘69W

Above, Don, Former Trustee Bill Tychsen ’59W, Rodney, and Trustee Dick
Morgan ’59W. Right, Pat MacDonald ’89, Rodney, Alumni Parent John
MacDonald, Don, and Alumni Parent Kari MacDonald.
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Philadelphia

The Academy hosted an
evening for Alumni and
Friends in downtown
Philadelphia at the Dark
Horse, a pub in an historic
neighborhood.

Top left, Karl Miller
’60W. Top right,
current parent
Carolyn Wilson and
Olivia Clement ’06.
Left, Morrison “Tim”
Huston ’64W and
Wayne Ranbom ’69W.

Above, Richard Carreno ’65W, Bob Melikian ’64W, Susan
Hohnsheen, Alumni Parents Judy and Garrett Smith. Below, John
Seravalli ’87, Mike Swift ’87, Nina Butera Panzer ’87, and her
husband Dale.

New York
Above, Brian Murphy ’03, Robert Drozdale ’03, Kyle Nicholson ’03, Lily
Miller ’03, Klaudia Debelova ’04, and Kenichi Miyagi ’02.
Above right, Ian MacDonald ’94, Eddie Han-Burgess ’99, Lauren Borek
’98, and Sean Duffey ’00. Right, Trustee Scott Jacobs ’75, Dean of Faculty
Don Kelly, and Ambassador Hyun Chong Kim ’77.

The Princeton Club in New York
City was the site for an April 10
gathering of Alumni and Friends.
Trustee Emeritus Bill Griffin ’68W
was most generous in sponsoring
the evening with a presentation
by Rodney LaBrecque.

Springfield
Over fifty Alumni & Friends
gathered in the WMA Athletic
Center on March 27 for the
Springfield-Hartford area
reception.
Top from left, former faculty member Fred Watts and former Trustee
Donald Collins ’60M, Rodney and Jasmin Rojas ’95, Alumni Parents
Ligia Guerin, Eddie Shore Jr. ’48W, and Dottie Schwendenmann,
faculty member Tim Harrington ’73 and Nicole Nicholson ’03.
Above, Mosaic Harmony. Left, former Trustee & Alumni Parent
Maureen Jagodowski and Shirley LaBrecque. Right, David
Kreps ’06, Trustee & Current Parent Krista Hanson,
and John Boozang, Director of College Counseling.
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Spotlights Trustee
Strong Connections

W

e are very grateful to all the members of the
Board of Trustees for their leadership and
staunch support of the Academy. At this time,
we honor two men who have completed their service on
the Board, Edward J. Sack ’47W and James Leroy Brown IV
’55M, who brought their unique perspectives and passions
to the Board.

E

d Sack joined the board in October 2000, urged
by his friend and football teammate, the late Bob
McCallum ’47W, to lend his expertise in the financial
realm to the Academy. Board Chair Scott Jacobs ’75 recalls,
“[A senior vice president at Salomon Smith Barney,] Ed
brought tremendous financial acumen to the Board, and he
helped the school navigate some trying financial times. His
principled approach toward investment strategies has left
the school stronger. He also led a development effort that
resulted in annual giving rising to more than double what it
was when he took over.
“But those who know Ed know that his true love wasn’t the
finances, it was the kids. He took every opportunity possible
to interact directly with our students. Whenever the Board
met with students, Ed would take the lead in learning what
they thought and felt, and his enthusiasm was contagious.
For the last eight years, our students have benefited by his
presence, as will our future students for years to come.” Ed
feels that this aspect of his work as a Trustee was the most
rewarding. He comments, “Here I am all these years later,
discovering more than I ever had what wonderful things this
school does for its students. Seeing the students make their
way through the Academy and achieve wonderful success
because of their experiences here was just terrific.” This year
Ed continues his role as Alumni Chair of Annual Fund, and
over time he’ll be working to strengthen the ties between
former Trustees and the Academy.

Ed and Gloria Sack

Jim and
Charlotte
Brown

J

im Brown joined the Board in December 2000. He
remembers that he was both surprised and pleased to
be asked by then Head of School Dick Malley to
serve, but at the time wondered how he could
contribute. He was aware that African Americans were
being asked to join organizations to make them appear
diverse. Jim didn’t want to have a token position but
rather to be an active Trustee who could make tangible
improvements in life at the Academy. Former Board Chair
Peter Lincoln ’55W remembers, “Jim and Charlotte were
particularly active in researching the Underground Railroad
and the role our chapel played in the movement. Jim also
has supported the William & Gertrude Harper – Browne
Fund, originally set up by Jim’s late roommate Garey
Browne ’54M to honor his godparents and to provide funds
to honor the African American heritage.”
Indeed, the impact of African Americans on US history and
in the history of the Academy is a passion with Jim and
Charlotte Brown. “She is the researcher,” Jim says, “and
whenever I need a piece of information, why, there it is
in the file.” Take the case of Ebenezer Don Carlos Bassett,
the first African American diplomat, who was appointed
by President Grant to serve in Haiti. Jim, a legend in
Philadelphia who is sometimes referred to as “The Mayor”,
was notified by one of his many contacts that Bassett’s
historical plaque was lying in the dirt. Sure enough,
Charlotte had an extensive file on Bassett, including the
fact that he had attended Wesleyan Academy in the 1850s.
Jim and Charlotte made sure the plaque was restored,
and representatives of the Academy were present at its
rededication in 2003. As part of Black History Month last
February, Jim organized a panel discussion for an allschool meeting highlighting the importance of Bassett’s
appointment. Despite the constant attention his Parkside
Historic Preservation Corporation requires, Jim is hopeful
that he and Charlotte will continue to be visitors at the
Academy. A high jumper at Monson, he is anxious to see
our amazing new track.
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1932

Wilbraham

1941 Wilbraham

Walter “Bud” Young closed the
Albert Dodge
25-year-old record shop Bud’s Jazz
Sr. retired as a
Records on April 30 in Seattle. He
director of the
had opened the store in 1982 and
Beverly Cooperative then sold it under a provision that
Bank in Beverly,
he would continue to work there.
Massachusetts. Al, former owner
Down Beat magazine recognized
of Dodge Tree Service, joined the the shop as one of the best jazz
board in 1972. As a thank you
stores in the country. Bud will
for his service, the bank made a
continue to keep his hand in
charitable donation in his honor. Al
hosting a weekly Seattle jazz radio
generously asked that it be directed
show.
to WMA. Congratulations and
thank you Mr. Dodge!

1933 Wilbraham

S. James Beale of Jacksonville,
Florida, asks, “Am I the only ’33
left?” Jim reported that he doesn’t
travel any more and drives only in
his neighborhood. His wife of 68
years, Paula, is “alive and kicking
– not too hard.”

1944 Wilbraham

John Tull remains semi-active in
business and rides his bike three
miles around Lake Barrington,
Illinois. He is glad to hear about
the steady progress the Academy
is making. John hears from
classmates Tom Rowlett and Jim
Shea at Christmas.

1936 Wilbraham 1947 Wilbraham

Beloved WMA Trustee Ed Sack
Wallace Ripley turned 90 in April received a special award at
and says he would love to visit
Reunion 2008 for his service to the
Wilbraham again, but probably
school. Ed’s
won’t be traveling much from his
board term
California home. He sends his best
expired
wishes to all.
this year,

1938 Wilbraham

but he will
continue
Alton Cheney wrote from Arizona
to support
that his and Lillian’s tenth
WMA,
grandchild was born this past
engaging
former
April. Lillian turned 90 last year
trustees
and
working
with
the
and Alton was 88 in September.
Alumni & Development Office.
Gordon Clark once (See page 24 for more about Ed’s
again took the honors work as a Trustee.)
as “Most Seasoned
Wilbraham
Alumnus” at
Eddie
Shore
Jr.
was honored at
Reunion. Ever faithful
Reunion
2008
with
the WMA
to the Academy,
Service
to
the
Academy
Award
Gordon came for
for
his
years
of
dedication
to the
the luncheon before
school
as
a
Class
Agent
and
his
going back to work
legacy
of
strong
support.
that afternoon!

1948

Get the word out! Send your news
for the spring Academy World
magazine to Glenn LaChapelle,
423 Main Street, Wilbraham,
MA 01095 or to glachapelle@
WMAnet.org by March 1, 2009.
Join the Alumni online community
and post news anytime.

1950 Wilbraham

Robert MacLauchlin reported
from his home in Ft. Collins,
Colorado, that he and his wife
Liz just completed a “superb”
14-day cruise to Alaska aboard
the Tahitian Princess. It was very
relaxing and nature was “at its

best”. Bob and Liz have their hands
full with a new West Highland
Terrier puppy.

1951 Wilbraham

Richard McCarthy continues
to reside in Longmeadow,
Massachusetts, and would enjoy
hearing from his classmates.

1956 Wilbraham

Mario Volpe reported that he
has been painting and exhibiting
at shows this year at Gallery
Peripherie, Bern, Switzerland;
Tennis Club TCD, Bern,
Switzerland; and Gallery Im Park,
Burgdorf, BE Switzerland.

Class
Notes
Hampden County Jail. Mike was
first elected sheriff in 1974 and has
been reelected five times.

1958 Wilbraham

It was great to see Al Cardi both at
the Bonita Springs,
Florida, Alumni &
Friends Luncheon
and at Reunion
2008. Al was
Monson
instrumental in
Sheriff Michael Ashe was
bringing his class
awarded the Alumni Service to the together and back
Community Award during Reunion to campus for their
2008 for his long career in public 50th. There is no
doubt, even now, that Al would
service. Mike came to campus
have been a scary sight coming at
and reunited with a number of
other ’58 Monson classmates. The you on the football field!
Sheriff has won many accolades
Robert Henderson is a retired
over the years for the Hampden
Northwest airline pilot living in
County Sheriff’s Department’s
Hawaii. Bob and his wife, Julie,
many innovative programs that
made the long trip for his 50th
serve to rehabilitate inmates at the Reunion. He was an Army pilot

1958

1958 Wilbraham

Robert Fresh wrote from Geneva,
Switzerland, to catch his classmates up with his doings. “Following my graduation from Wilbraham, I attended the University of
Pennsylvania and graduated with a
degree in English Literature. Soon
after graduation, I joined the Naval
Air Reserve, based in Memphis.
My first job was with the New
York Times Sunday Department as
an editorial assistant working on
the magazine and various other
sections. I then joined Reader’s
Digest Special Projects as an editor
and journalist, during which time
I had an assignment in Europe for
three months. A few years later, I
was hired by the communications
department of a Geneva company.
After about three years, I worked
for Macmillan Publishers, writing
and editing travel books. Then I
joined Burson-Marsteller public
relations, working quite a bit with

The Academy World · Fall 2008 · WMA 25

editors in Eastern Europe – unusually challenging, as the Wall
had not yet come down. I wrote
about handling communications
in Eastern Europe in a textbook
on marketing published about 20
years ago. After seven years with
Burson-Marsteller, I worked for
another seven years with Young
& Rubicam advertising. Then I
decided to work on my own, as
I knew a lot of companies from
my agency work. Some of my
past and present clients are Patek
Philippe watches, UBS bank,
Credit Suisse bank, Geneva Tourist
Office, Dupont de Nemours, Dow
Chemical, IBM, Hewlett-Packard
and Scientific American magazine.
I have an apartment in downtown
Geneva, and I recently bought a
chalet near Gstaad (there’s a chair
lift just across the road). In the
future, I hope to spend more time
in the United States. After 35 years
in Europe, I still feel very much
like an American.”

Class
Notes

team, the barely breathable air in
the smoking room, the “pool” in
the Rich Hall shower and wiring
the dorm rooms on the first floor to
warn of impending bed checks. He
can be reached at bill.mackenzie@
intel.com.

1966 wilbraham

Andrew Moore writes: “I just
received the Reunion mailer and
realized that my picture is on the

for 28 years. They both worked
in education and now own a
photography company, shooting
sports leagues and prep schools.

Dominican Republic. The couple
makes their home in Garner, North
Carolina.

1969 wilbraham 1978
Miles Johnson is currently working as a resident counselor at
Crossnore School in Crossnore,
North Carolina. Miles and Susan’s
daughter, Heather, was recently
married and their son, Chris, a
captain in the U.S. Army, will be
deployed in November for a third
tour in Iraq.

Michael Daley writes to his class:
“Sorry I missed our 20th and 30th.
Maybe I could make the 35th….
The pictures on the Web site look
great! I wish all of you and your
families good fortune and good
health. If you are ever in Charlotte,
North Carolina, look me up! Or
just send me a note any time.”

1970 Wilbraham 1981
Richard Edgehill checked in to
say he is still very involved in air
pollution control regulatory work
in Bakersfield, California.
before flying passenger jets. He
now flies cargo routes between
the Hawaiian Islands and sails
extensively. Bob says, “Visitors are
welcome in Hawaii with 24 hours
notice!”
Heung Lee sent his regrets from
San Francisco, California, as he
was not able to attend his 50th
Reunion. His generous Reunion
gift was deeply appreciated. We
hope to see him in the future.

1959 Monson

1971
front. Thank you very much!”
Andrew and his wife, Suzi are
part-time ski instructors at Loon
Mt. in New Hampshire. They
currently live in New Hampton,
New Hampshire, having moved
there four years ago from South
Berwick, Maine, where they lived

John Mailman wrote that his son,
John Mailman Jr., who attended
WMA, was promoted to major
in the U.S. Army last January.
Stationed in Germany, Major
Mailman is a 1998 graduate of the
U.S. Military Academy at West
Point and is also the nephew of
Paul Mailman ’55M.

1977

Kyle Webb and his wife Lisa
celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary last year in the

Lynn Vreeland took on the role
of a “V1 Girl” at Reunion 2008,
showcasing her brother Paul
Kozub’s V1 Vodka in a martini
tasting that was a big hit with those
in attendance. Paul started the
From left: Deborah Norville,
Mary Hoxeng, Dave Hoxeng,
Susan Nieman, Congressman
Cliff Stearns (R-Ocala).

to the men and women from
Pensacola serving in the Middle
East, CatCountry 98.7 gave these
Wilbraham troops the chance to send messages of hope and dedication
home to their families for the
2007. When CatCountry 98.7
holidays. The Service to America
received permission for Dana
Award recognizes outstanding
Cervantes of the CatPack morning community service by local broadshow to visit Pensacola troops in casters. CatCountry 98.7 has won
Iraq and Kuwait for Thanksgiving, numerous national awards includthe morning show asked listeners ing Academy of Country Music
for letters for Dana to deliver on
Station of the Year. Dave also
Thanksgiving Day. In just three
attended Reunion in June, accomdays, the station received more
panied by good friend, classmate,
than 14,000 letters, well above
and Director of Engineering at
the expected 3,000. In addition
CatCountry 98.7, Former Trustee
to delivering “Letters from Home” Tim McEvoy.

1968

1962 wilbraham

Bill MacKenzie, who attended
Wilbraham Academy in the 196061 year, would be delighted to
reconnect with some of his former
classmates. After a checkered high
school career, Bill ended up with
two graduate degrees and careers
in international negotiations,
politics, and journalism before
joining Intel Corporation 12 years
ago. He’s since been serving as
Communications Manager at their
largest global site in Oregon. He
remembers well the JV hockey

Gary Bogoff is the co-owner and
co-founder of Berkshire Brewing
Company. BBC was founded
in 1994 in South Deerfield,
Massachusetts, and now brews
9 year-round ales as well as six
seasonal ales.

Keith Decie is the head of
communications and a member of
the executive team for the Global
Business Coalition that organizes
businesses to play a key role in
fighting HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
and malaria. He also works on elearning, knowledge co-creation,
and customer experience cocreation as well as heading a base
of the pyramid initiative. Keith
moved to New York City from
Washington, DC about a year ago.

David Hoxeng and his wife
Mary, owners and operators
of CatCountry 98.7 Radio in
Pensacola, Florida, accepted
the Service to America – Friend
in Need radio award in June
from the National Association of
Broadcasters. Dave and Mary were
honored in Washington, DC in
front of 700 industry leaders. The
award was for the “Letters from
Home” project during Thanksgiving
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1985

company and is growing his brand
throughout the area. Lynn and her
husband Jim live in Wilbraham
John Johnson has been appointed
with their three children.
Dean of Students at Williston
Northampton School. John
and his wife Heather reside in
Easthampton.
Gina Langone ran a wine tasting
at Reunion 2008, drawing on her
expertise as the wine buyer for the
BJ’s Wholesale Club chain. Wines A big thank
you to Paul
were donated by Paul Mack ’86,
courtesy of his employer, F&F Fine Mack who
donated wines
Wines International.
used in the
Reunion 2008
wine tasting,
Leonard Izsak wrote that he is
courtesy of his
working for Fidelity Investments
employer, F&F
as an Investment Representative.
Fine Wines
He’s been married for 7 years
International. Paul is Western
and has two boys, Sam 5 and
Regional Vice President, based out
Robby 3. Leonard and his family
of his home in Hermosa Beach,
recently moved to Bedford, New
California. He also attended the
Hampshire.
WMA Alumni Dinner in Los
William Lane
Angeles in April.
Jr. took home
the “furthest
traveled” award Jeff Fialky and his wife, Emily,
at Reunion
welcomed their first child, Samuel
2008, making James, into
the trek from
the world on
Moscow to be July 25.
with his many
classmates who Michael
Rutstein was
turned out to
recently
celebrate their 25th.
appointed Chief Growth Officer at
Brett Zalkan was awarded the
DRAFTFCB, a global advertising
Academy’s annual Service to the
agency in New York City.
Academy
Award at his
25th Reunion
Scott Nadolski donated all
for his many
the fantastic beer for Reunion
contributions
2008 through his part-time
to WMA since
work developing yeasts for The
graduation.
Tap, a brewpub in Haverhill,
Brett traveled
Massachusetts. Scott did yeoman
from Seattle
work to help make Reunion a
to accept the award and to spend
success, delivering the kegs,
time catching up with classmates.
setting them up and breaking
them down. Scott and his wife,
Jen, have a son Zander, age two,
Kelley McCormick returned for
who also attended Reunion. Scott
Reunion and participated in the
is a frequent visitor to Palmer,
Alumni Soccer game. He said,
Massachusetts, where he assists
“Athletics are a huge part of the
his father in his photography
WMA experience, especially for
business.
kids from lower economic groups.
It is important that WMA continue
to support working-class kids and
Justin Blair is the owner and
give them the opportunity of a
operator of the Church Street
lifetime.”
Boxing Gym in New York City.

1982

1986

1983

1987

Justin’s other
venture since
1997 has been
the series Friday
Night Fights, which is held in the
basement of his gym. The fights,
held about every two months,
have been featured in The New
York Times and are somewhat of a
throwback to the “old school fight
club,” according to Jason. Recently
the series has outgrown its home
and some fights are now held at
the Lexington Armory in NYC.
See www.nyboxinggym.com and
www.fridaynightfightsnyc.com.
Billy Guerin finished his first season
as captain of the NHL’s New York
Islanders, tallying 44 points on 23
goals and 21 assists in his 15th
NHL season. He was nominated
by the Islanders for the league’s
Clancy Award, which goes to a
player who exemplifies leadership
qualities on and off the ice and
who has made a noteworthy
humanitarian contribution in the
community. Bill served as the
celebrity spokesperson for the
March of Dimes and partnered
with them at their March for Babies
on Long Island in April.
Michael Harrington and brother,
Maj. Richard Harrington Jr. ’90

Class
Notes
sharing this amazing journey that
these brave WMA students will be
undertaking. I need more ideas so I
love to hear that these students are
going out there on these great trips.
You can check out my Web site at
www.natclimbskili.com.”
Lark René Henry is a thirdgeneration horse trainer on her
family’s Bobbin Hollow Equestrian
Center in Naples, Florida. She
was named the 2006 People’s
Choice Instructor of the Year, an
award presented by Horse World
magazine. Lark’s family maintained
Bobbin Hollow Farm, started by
grandparents Woody Henry Sr.
and his wife Vivian, in Amherst,
Massachusetts, before moving their
operation to Florida.
Eiji Kitajima and his girlfriend Miho
Suzuki visited campus in late June.
Eiji is doing well in his position at

1988

1984

1989

looking good at a wedding they
attended in the summer.

1990

Emilie and Mike Dolaher
announced the birth of their
daughter, Lindsey Rose Dolaher, on
May 27, 2008. Mike, Emilie, Ryan
2½, and Lindsey live in Ipswich,
Massachusetts.

1991

Soon after receiving the first WMA
Alumni eNews, Natacha Fudem
e-mailed some thoughts on the
recent student trip to the Amazon.
Natacha has recently climbed
Mt. Kilimanjaro. “Thanks for
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Mitsui Marine and Fire Insurance
Company in Toyko.

1992

P. J. Louis reported that he lives in
West Hartford, Connecticut, and has
a son and daughter.

1993

John Codeanne is working as an
advisor for Prudential Financial.
At Reunion, he was very excited
about CEGS and the new Shenkman
Trading Center. He lives with his

Class
Notes

wanting to visit is more than
welcome. It’s beautiful living on an
island.”

1995

Chris Sparks,
former
assistant
basketball
coach at the
wife Eileen and their daughter Lani University of
Pennsylvania
in North Haven, Connecticut.
has returned
Glenn Dixon is doing quite well
to WMA this
in the Albany, New York, area.
fall. Chris spent two years at Penn
He writes, “I work for a small
and another season at Brown as
local savings bank as a branch
well as time at Central Connecticut.
manager. We’ve been hitting our
After graduating from WMA, he
sales goals regularly since I got
attended the University of Southern
assigned to this branch, something Maine, where he played basketball
they’d never done before, so I’m
and received a bachelor’s degree in
quite proud. Also, I’ve been lucky history. At the Academy Chris will
enough to stay involved with the
coach basketball in the winter; he
theatre. I’ve been working with
is also a full-time member of the
a friend from college who lives
Academic Services Department and
in the area, doing lighting for a
a dormitory parent in Smith Hall,
local community theatre. They’ve where he resides with his wife,
never had professionals work on
Leah, and their children, Keenan
their electrical gear, so they’re
and Kuyler.
thrilled with us! In addition, this
same friend and I are forming a
not-for-profit theatre in the area,
Evan Gallivan is a major gift officer
so I’m going to make my return to for Northeastern University’s
the stage this summer after a few
College of Arts & Sciences. He
years layoff. In my spare time, I’ve has begun working on his MBA at
begun a single malt scotch-tasting Northeastern.
hobby. It’s expensive, but I enjoy it
quite a bit.”

1996

Matt Koziol has been the Herff
Jones yearbook rep for WMA for
several years now. Last summer
he drove across the U.S., visiting
12 national parks along the way
… and had a lot of fun on the
trip. Many thanks to Matt, who
gathered class information and
notes.
Fran Siracuse is working at the
West Tisbury School on Martha’s
Vineyard, where she’s been living
since 2003. She’s a teaching
assistant in second grade working
one-on-one with a child who has
special education needs. She also
works for the Vineyard Boys and
Girls Club. Fran was scheduled
to complete her master’s in
recreation management last May.
She also has a B.S. in art therapy.
She says, “I am pretty happy with
life and all that jazz. Anyone

1997

Aukrit (Jack) Laohaprasit is
employed by an international
human resources consulting firm in
Bangkok. Chean Prichavongwaikul
and Jack speak often.

1997

Wachirapong (Chean)
Prichavongwaikul visited campus
in April and
reported that
he is deputy
managing
director at
ONPA Co.,
LTD, an
entertainment
company in
Bangkok.
Marcy Zahornacky Minnick is a
very happy mom. She’s back at
work four days a week, and she,
Manny, and Teagan, below, spent
many happy days at the beach
last summer. Marcy writes, “In
June I ventured off to accomplish
the second biggest challenge of
my life... I completed a 20-mile
walk through New York City from
sunset to
sunrise, in
memory
of my
brother
Joe ’04.
We raised
over
$6000
for The
American
Foundation for the Prevention
of Suicide in his memory. At my
side was long-time friend and
classmate Rebecca Clay. Becky
and I trekked every mile of NYC
together. Along the way we shared
stories of laughter, tears, fears, and
most of all inspiration. It was truly
a healing experience. I know Joe

Colleen Holuk married Ryan Blanset
on May 31 in Orlando, Florida,
with a number of WMA Alumni in
attendance. Colleen graduated from
Stetson University with a bachelor’s

would have been so proud of my
accomplishments as well as the goal
we were working towards.”

1998

Rhett Broderick loves teaching
Grade 9 world history at The Dunn
School in Santa Barbara, California.

His students study political, cultural,
and economic history of India,
China, central Africa, the Middle
East, and Scandinavia to better
understand the world today. We
were glad to see Rhett in California
and at Reunion.

1999

Audra Graziano is working as an
artist and teacher in New York
City, according to former faculty
member Stan Graham.
Peter Weeks has been a press
assistant for the Barack Obama
presidential campaign since before
the Iowa caucuses. He handled
many of the arrangements for the
Democratic convention in Denver as
well.

degree in communications and earned
a master’s degree from Rollins College.
She works as a marketing manager for
Paychex, Inc. Ryan also graduated from
Stetson and is a buyer for Drive Time,
Inc. The couple resides in Orlando.
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From left: Keith
Holuk ‘02, Tiffany
Popoli ‘97, Colleen
Holuk Blanset
‘97, Ryan Blanset,
Lauren Skowyra ‘98,
William Metzger
‘97, Natalie Holuk
Metzger ‘96, Teresa
Holuk ‘99, Frank
Bruno ‘98.

2000

Chris Beck
and Paul
D’Avanzo
at the Clark
University
graduation.

Josh Sampiero is the editor-inchief of WindSurfing magazine,
headquartered in Winter Park,
Florida. He encourages Alumni
to check out the blog of his
travels across the U.S. to various
windsurfing spots.
http://uglyjiber.blogspot.com.
Atsushi Sugiyama is living in
New York City and working
for the National Basketball
Association as an international
communications officer. He
graduated from Ithaca College,
where he majored in sports
management and minored in
Spanish.

2001

Hampden County Sheriff’s
Department (Michael Ashe Jr.
’58M, Sheriff) as a correctional
officer at the Hampden County Jail
in Ludlow, Massachusetts. Ashley
continues to work as a mortgage
broker and plans on finishing
college. She bought her first house
and is putting together an indoor
co-ed soccer team for local league
play.

Elizabeth Petcu graduated from
Mt. Holyoke College last spring.
She was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa and will enter the doctoral
program at Princeton University.
Read Liz’s profile on page 8.

Read about Frank Antonacci’s
successes as co-owner and
trainer of the harness racer
Crazed on page 5.

Chris Beck and Paul D’Avanzo
graduated from Clark University in
June. Both graduated magna cum
laude, with high honors in history
and psychology respectively.
Chris was elected to Phi Alpha
The band Ligeia, fronted by Keith Theta, the National History
Holuk, released their second
Honor Society, and was awarded
album, Bad News, in early
the George A. Billias American
August. Keith and the band can
History Prize. Paul was elected
be seen on tour near you. See
to Phi Sigma Tau, the National
www.myspace.com/ligeia for tour Philosophy Honor Society, and
dates, news, and song samples.
was recognized for Excellence
in Philosophical Studies. Paul
continues to live and work in
Worcester and is busy getting
Congratulations to Julie Duffy,
ready to take the GRE so he can
who was named head coach
apply to grad school, where he
of the women’s lacrosse team
intends to earn an advanced
at Ohio Wesleyan University
degree in psychology.
in July. Learn more about her
coaching experience on page 4.
Alyssa Couturier graduated from
the Savannah College of Art and
Ian McEwen and his brother
Design and was married on June
Trevor ’05 are living in
Burlington, Vermont, and “loving 8 to Jesse
Herndon in
it,” according to Alumni Parent
Savannah,
Barbara McEwen.
Georgia.
Following her graduation from
Alyssa writes:
Keene State University, Nicole
“I have a
Nicholson moved to Florence,
degree in
Italy, to study fashion and shoe
costume
design.
design. Right
Angel Ortiz was ranked ninth in now I am
Puerto Rico’s national track and working
field program in the 400 meters as the house manager for a
performance art theater and doing
just prior to the 2008 Summer
freelance costume work on the
Olympics.
side. Jesse and I are planning on
joining the Peace Corps in a year.”

2002

2003

2004

Ashley Augusto joined the

2005

Jessica Bramucci is a senior at
Wheaton College in Norton,
Massachusetts, and a four-year
member of Wheaton’s women’s
soccer team. Learn more on page 5.
Kai Lin Chen spent some time
in Taiwan last summer before
returning to the States for her
senior year at Lehigh University
and a serious job hunt.

2006

Will Daly is a personal chef at
Wolff Olins in New York City
while he is attending the Art
Institute of New York Culinary
Arts Program. Will takes time
to stop by campus when he’s in
town and attended our New York
City Alumni event in April. On
January 23, 2008, while he was
a student
at Stetson
University,
Will brought
Judy
Shepard,
mother of
Matthew
Shepard,
who was
murdered
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in October 1998, to speak at
Stetson. More than 1,000 people
packed into Stetson’s small
gymnasium to hear her, and more
than 60 media outlets covered
the event, including C-SPAN.
Victoria Duke won the
Assumption Undergraduate
Symposium for the second
consecutive year and presented
her research on April 10th at the
National College Undergraduate
Symposium at Salisbury
University in Salisbury, Maryland.
She also received one of three
honors summer fellowship
awards and spent her summer
at Assumption conducting more
research. Victoria’s presentation
was “Could Estrogen Decrease
Colon Cancer Risk by Affecting
C-Myb Expression?”
Eugene Miculet is studying at
the London School of Economics
this year, having received a
scholarship from Clark University.
Read more about Eugene on page
11.

2007

Kyle Cabral had a great season
last spring on the Franklin Pierce
baseball team. Read more on
page 5.
At Assumption College in
Worcester, Massachusetts, Alex
Mascaro is serving as Class of
2011 treasurer and senator in the
Student Government Association.
Mark Murray wrote that he is
taking criminal investigation
classes at Hudson Valley
Community College in addition
to classes at the University of
Albany in the criminal justice
program. He spent the summer
working both in landscaping
and at a busy firehouse but
found time for a trip to Martha’s

Class
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Where are they now?
Vineyard. Mark wants to
return to Massachusetts and is
applying for exams to become
a Boston firefighter or a
Massachusetts State Trooper.
A first-year student at Clark
University, Sarah Richard was
among 10 students involved with
the American Red Cross–Clark
University club who were
recognized with a 2007-2008
UniverCity Partnership Award
at a ceremony on campus in
March. ARC-CU members were
specifically cited for their efforts
in forming a Disaster Action
Team. They have organized
first aid and CPR training for
other students. Sarah majors in
government and international
relations and international
development at Clark. In
addition to ARC-CU, she
participates in Model U.N., the
ballroom dance competition
team, and the Clark University
Residence Hall Association.

person spends a certain amount
of time as a monk or nun, often to
honor their parents.
Bridgid Jurgens, below with Kerry
Power ‘07, began her training

Former WMA football and
lacrosse coach Wayne Clarke
is coaching and teaching this
fall at Cushing Academy in
Ashburnham, Massachusetts.
Wayne moved up from Florida,
where he coached at St. Edward’s
for the past two seasons.
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as an officer at the U.S. Naval
Academy last summer. Come
spring, Brigid will be playing
lacrosse at Annapolis.

Devin Gordon is on the
Merrimack College football team.

Erin Simons made the opening
roster of the Wellesley College
Women’s Soccer team. She was
on campus last summer as one of
the counselors at the Academy’s
Beech Tree Camp.

Josh Bronner is playing soccer
for the New Hampshire Wildcats
this fall.

Thom Hatayodom of Thailand
became a Buddhist novice on
July 5, 2008. Every Thai young

Necrology
Winston R. Wordsworth ’33M
E. Donald Rogers ’34W
Harold B. White Jr. ’37M
Michael C. Petropoulos ’40W
George C. Pompeo Jr. ’41M
Anthony F. Iuliano ’42M
John C. Gunning ’43W

David and Carrie Beecher are
completing their tenth year at
Hillside School as Headmaster
and Director of Events,
respectively. Carrie is also
coaching varsity tennis. Daughter
Maddie is 13 and Haley is 9; both
are attending Bancroft School.
The Beechers keep in close touch
with Former Trustee Richard
Taylor ’62W as well as former
Director of Development Jane
Clark & her husband Chuck.

Emily Vincunas joined Jessica

William L. Strauss II ’43W
Carl H. Bolen Jr. ’45W
John D. Dragat ’45W
Earl M. Issacson ’45W
Gordon A. Thompson ’48M
Joseph A. Maygar ’48W
William J. McCann ’48W
Surat Osathanugrah ’50W
Donald P. Lamoureux ’52M
John R. Skypeck ’52M

Former Middle School Director
Scott Diddel, at top, hosted
members of the Alumni &
Development Office at his
offices in Stamford, Connecticut.
Scott and his wife, Suzanne,
direct Diddel & Diddel, Wealth
Accumulation Strategies. His
career in financial services
began with MassMutual in 1986,
Bramucci ‘05 on the roster of
the Wheaton College Women’s
Soccer team. An interesting
matchup looms this fall as

Garrett A. Pillivant ’55W
John D. Allen ’58W
Phillip H. Pike ’60M
Preston N. Barton II ’61M
Douglas R. Mackintosh ’62W
Robert E. Milbier Sr. ’62M,
Former Staff
Howard S. Siegel ’64M
Raymond P. Stone III ’89

WMA 30 · Fall 2008 · The Academy World

where he was a top producer
both regionally and nationally. In
1991, Diddel & Diddel began a
relationship with The Guardian
and Guardian Investor Services,
Inc. This association lasted until
1996 at which time Scott became
an independent broker, moving
the Diddel & Diddel operations
to The BoatHouse at Stamford
Landing. The firm now employs
11 staff, covering all areas within
the financial services industry.
Former math teacher and Bunion
Derby winner Stanley Fri wrote
that in June 2007, he visited
Tanzania with a college friend
and trekked to the top of 19,340’

Mt. Kilimanjaro. Stan then went
on a wildlife safari and visited the
island of Zanzibar. In March 2007,
he spent a week backpacking in
the Grand Canyon.
Former art teacher and hockey
coach Stan Graham dropped
by in the summer. Stan is now
teaching at the University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, in the art
department and the continuing
education department.
Wheaton is scheduled to take
on Wellesley on October 28 at
Wellesley.

Most of the obituaries we receive
come through our clipping
service. If you know of a friend
or classmate who has passed
away, please notify the Alumni
Office. As space allows, we
publish remembrances at the
families’ request.

Board Of Trustees
Hyun Chong Kim ’77
Former Minister of Trade
Former Ambassador to the
United Nations
Seoul, Republic of South Korea

Scott B. Jacobs ’75
Chair
Strategic Comp
Metairie, Louisiana
Mark R. Shenkman ’61M
Vice Chair
President
Shenkman Capital Management
New York, New York
Mahsa Khanbabai '89
Secretary
Attorney at Law
Law Offices of Mahsa
Khanbabai
Springfield, Massachusetts
Brockton, Massachusetts
Steven D. Spence ’76
Treasurer
Managing Director
Valued Ventures LLC
New York, New York
Bruce Buxton
Headmaster Emeritus
Falmouth Academy
Falmouth, Massachusetts

Rodney J. LaBrecque
Ex officio
Head of School
Wilbraham, Massachusetts
James E. LaCrosse ’50W
Chief Executive Officer
National Wine & Spirits Corp.
Indianapolis, Indiana
Steven P. Marcus
President &
Chief Executive Officer
New England Geriatrics
West Springfield, Massachusetts
Richard F. Morgan ’59W
Compliance Director
Hornblower Fischer &
Company
Retired
Verona, New Jersey

Michael J. Flynn AP
Vice President
Hampden Engineering Corp.
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts

Carol F. Relihan ’73
Vice President, Secretary &
General Counsel
AIM Investments
Retired
Houston, Texas

Krista Hanson
Corporate and Franchise 		
Design
Pet Angel World Services, LLC
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

Stoughton L. Smead
President
Motocross Engineers, Inc.
Springfield, Massachusetts

Donald J. Stuart ’73
Managing Director
Cannondale Associates
Wilton, Connecticut

Frederic A. Rothery AP
President
Bay State Refining Compay
Retired
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

Lenita McCallum Witherspoon
Musician, Civic Leader
Palos Verdes Estates, California

Head of School Emeritus

Trustees Emeriti

Richard C. Malley
Manchester, Vermont

Eric W. Anderson AP
Chief Financial Officer
Friendly Ice Cream Group
Retired
Wilbraham, Massachusetts
Richard S. Fuld, Jr. ’64W
President, CEO
Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc.
New York, New York

Parents’ Association
Officers
Deb Joffray CP
President
Somers, Connecticut
Jeanine Little CP
Vice President
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

William A. Griffin '68W
Chairman
Browning Associates
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Ann Lee CP
Treasurer
Monson, Massachusetts

Alan N. Hall
Retired
Hopkinton, New Hampshire

Moyah Smith CP
Secretary
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

William E. James ’64W
Chairman
RockPort Group
Boston, Massachusetts

Glenn LaChapelle
Director,
Alumni & Parent Relations
Liaison
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

Nitya Pibulsonggram ’58W
Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs
Retired
Bangkok, Thailand

Be A Part Of The
Heritage Courtyard
During the years that the Heritage Courtyard has
been situated on The Hill, Alumni have taken the
opportunity to mark their legacy at the Academy
through the purchase of a granite bench, granite
paver, garden plaque, or courtyard brick. This is a
wonderful opportunity to commemorate your time at
the Academy or to honor someone important in your
life here.
For further information, contact Don Nicholson ’79
Director of Alumni & Development
at 413.596.6811 or dnicholson@WMAnet.org.

Heritage Courtyard Donations
$15,000 Granite Bench
5,000 Granite Paver
5,000 Garden Plaque
1,000 Courtyard Brick
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F

ormer
Coach and
Faculty
member Philip
H. Shaw Sr.
of Wilbraham
Academy was posthumously
inducted into the new WMA Athletic Hall of Fame during

Mark Your JUNE 5-7
Calendars! THE GLOBAL SCHOOL® AWAITS OUR ALUMNI FROM
REGISTER ONLINE
IT’S FAST AND EASY
WMACADEMY.ORG/REUNION
Check out your class
pages in the Alumni
& Friends area at
WMAcademy.org/reunion.

AROUND THE WORLD.

JOIN IN THE MILESTONE CELEBRATIONS OF CLASSES
ENDING IN 4S AND 9S.
SEE YOUR CAMPUS TODAY AND LOOK BACK ON YESTERYEAR.
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JOIN THE WMA ONLINE COMMUNITY!
Have you changed your e-mail address?

E-mail Alumni Director Glenn LaChapelle at glachapelle@WMAnet.org with
your current contact information and receive the monthly Alumni eNews.
Find out what’s new at the Academy. Visit our Web site WMAcademy.org.

2008-2009
DEVELOPMENT
TRAVEL
SCHEDULE

2008
September 28-October 1
2009
January 13 & 14
Week of February 9
Week of April 13
Week of May 4
Week of June 15

423 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095

Washington, DC
St. Louis, Missouri
New York, New York
Boston, Massachusetts
Midwest: Cleveland, Chicago,
Detroit, St. Paul
Portland, Maine
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